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ignore evidence of 
doctored CHP reports 
to convict a motorist 
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OPENS FEB 17 th »t9*m 

Join us at 9am opening day for a bread-breaking! 


+ COFFEE & 

JUICE BAR 

+ RESTAURANT & BAR 

Serving local beer & wine 


+ OUTDOOR 
SEATING 

+ PLENTY OF 
PARKING 


+ 5% DAY FEB 25 th MaxLove Project, supporting 

children with cancer and life-threatening conditions. 

+ GET READY, OC! OUR IRVINE STORE OPENS 
MARCH 16 th AT THE IRVINE SPECTRUM CENTER! 


STORE HOURS 7AM TO 10PM 

3301 Imperial Highway, Brea, CA 92823 • 714-528-7400 
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If the aches and pains 
of Chronic Low Back Pain 

have been bothering you for at 
least three months, you may want to 
consider participating in a clinical research study. 

Qualified participants receive study-related medical 
care and study medication at no cost and may be 
compensated for time and travel. 

For more information on how you can make a difference 
^ and to see if you qualify, contact CNS: 

' 844-562-8282 ♦ www.cnstrial.com 
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RED MEAT 



from the secret files of 

pecking order puncture wounds j*\(\X CO^^O H 

You see, i was always among the biggest, 
and 1 fondly recall how much enjoyment 

1 got out of picking on the shrimpy kids. 

So, surely you can understand that I’m 
psychologically torn between offering 
words of comfort and maintaining my 
dominant rank in the social hierarchy. 



■Pf Tell you what...how about 
mjLJ 1 let you off easy this time 
^y**-*v with a mild ‘Indian Burn?’ 

EtlA IkCT 
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Do you suffer from bipolar disorder? 


If so, consider participating in a clinical research study. 


Qualified participants receive study-related medical 
care and investigational medication at no cost and may 
be compensated for time and travel. 
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Blind Spot Revisited 

Why Orange County’s biggest manhunt in recent memory never should have happened 

BY NICK SCHOU 



6 


S ometime before dawn on Jan. 

22, three inmates stood on the 
roof of the Orange County Cen¬ 
tral Men’s Jail in downtown 
Santa Ana. At some previous time—the 
exact moment is unclear—they had cut 
their way through a thin metal screen on 
the wall of the low-security dormitory 
where they were being housed, crawled 
through a plumbing tunnel, and finally 
pushed aside a roll of barbed wire. After 
dropping a makeshift rope over the side of 
the building, they rappelled to the ground 
and disappeared. 

A weeklong manhunt—the largest such 
operation in recent Orange County his¬ 
tory-failed to locate the escapees: Hos- 
sein Nayeri, Jonathan Tieu and Bac Tien 
Duong. Authorities finally got a break on 
Jan. 29, when Duong turned himself in 
and told police that Tieu and Nayeri were 
driving a white van in Northern Califor¬ 
nia. A day later, San Francisco police found 
the van, which was parked near a Whole 
Foods, and finally nabbed Nayeri and Tieu, 
who were escorted back to the jail the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

At a press conference, broadcast live on 
CNN, shortly after Nayeri and Tieu were 
recaptured, OC Sheriff Sandra Hutchens 
declared, “The entire state can breathe 
a sigh of relief.” Yet as Hutchens surely 
knows, despite the happy ending, the 
escape never should have happened. The 
fact that it did—as well as the details of how 
the three inmates were able to go unnoticed 
for 12 hours—their movements unrecorded 
by any security cameras—is an embarrass¬ 
ment of Chapo-esque proportions. 

As sheriff’s department officials quickly 
conceded, there were only two body 
counts inside the jail: one at 5 a.m. and the 
other at 8 p.m. Knowing this, the inmates, 
who had already sawed their way through 
a grate using tools somehow smuggled 
into the facility by a friend (it remains 
unclear exactly how the tools got through 
jail security), wisely waited until just after 
the morning count to make their move, 
knowing they wouldn’t be missed until 
lights out, a full 15 hours later, which is 
exactly what happened. 

Because there were no cameras observ¬ 
ing their movements, guards never saw 
them sawing away at the grate or manu¬ 
facturing a rope out of scavenged bed- 
sheets or jail uniforms, much less pulling 
the metal plate aside and disappearing 
into the plumbing tunnel behind their 
dormitory. Their movements on the roof 
were similarly unobserved. Although 
sheriff’s officials released a blurry black- 
and-white video they claimed showed one 
of the inmates, the quality of the footage 


HALF A DAY AFTER THEY 
ESCAPED, THE INMATES FAILED 
TO SHOW UP FOR DINNER 



KEVIN WARN 


is so poor it is impossible to make out 
exactly what is happening. 

Along with Weekly reporter R. Scott 
Moxley, I toured the facility in March 
2010, part of a goodwill effort on behalf 
of OC sheriff’s officials eager to demon¬ 
strate that after years of scandals of pris¬ 
oner abuse—in the 1990s, a lawsuit filed 
on behalf of African-American inmates 
alleged that a group of racist guards 
known as the Psycho Crew had been 
habitually beating up black prisoners— 
and a bruising grand jury investigation 
(more on that in a moment), the agency 
finally had its act together. As I would 
later report in a feature story probing a 
series of inmate deaths and suicides inside 
Orange County jails (see “Who’ll Stop the 
Pain?,” Jan. 21,2011), within hours of that 
tour, an inmate suffering a painful staph 
infection who was left alone in her medi¬ 
cal ward cell for several hours had hung 
herself—an incident jail officials tried to 
keep secret for a week. By the time my 
feature story appeared less than a year 
later, eight more inmates had perished, 
including some under mysterious circum¬ 
stances that were never fully explained in 
official reports. 

The most embarrassing scandal to 
involve Orange County’s jail system 
stems from an incident that occurred at 
the Theo Lacy Jail in Orange, where, on 
Oct. 5,2006, dozens of inmates savagely 
assaulted John Chamberlain, a software 
engineer arrested on child pornography 
charges. Over the course of nearly an hour, 
the inmates lined up in full view of a guard 
tower to punch, kick and stomp Cham¬ 
berlain to death. (Several inmates were 
convicted of his murder; they claimed that 
jail guards had told them Chamberlain 


was a child molester and hinted they’d 
be rewarded with sack lunches if they 
attacked him.) A subsequent investigation 
revealed the guards were watching televi¬ 
sion and sending text messages during 
the attack, and shortly after it took place, 
deputies had destroyed a videotape that 
might have recorded the assault. 

The area where Chamberlain was 
murdered at Theo Lacy was a wide-open, 
crowded dormitory where inmates could 
easily move from one “cube,” or doorless 
room full of bunkbeds, to another. The 
same goes for the area inside the Men’s 
Jail, from which the inmates recently 
made their escape. Although sheriff’s offi¬ 
cials claim the jail is “maximum security,” 
Nayeri, Tieu and Duong were free to move 
through wide areas of the facility dur¬ 
ing any given day, interacting with other 
inmates at will—and these men were 
hardly nonviolent offenders. In fact, their 
charges range from kidnapping and tor¬ 
ture to attempted and actual murder. 

Nayeri arguably should have been 
locked up in a single-person maximum 
security cell. His alleged crime? Kidnap¬ 
ping a wealthy marijuana-dispensary 
owner, torturing him with a blowtorch, 
cutting off the man’s penis and dousing 
him with bleach, then dumping him in the 
desert and driving off with the victim’s 
manhood. “Oh, my god, they let Hannibal 
Lecter out!” Heather Brown, the prosecu¬ 
tor in Nayeri’s upcoming trial, told the 
Orange County Register upon learning of 
his escape. (After all three inmates were 
recaptured, it emerged they had kidnapped 
a taxi driver whom Nayeri wanted to 
murder; by deciding to turn himself in and 
take the cabbie with him back to Orange 
County, Duong likely saved the man’s life.) 


Chamberlain’s murder highlighted not 
only the indifference, if not encourage¬ 
ment, of inmate abuse by guards, but 
also the lax nature of security inside the 
facilities, which contain numerous so- 
called “blind spots” where attacks, often 
allegedly carried out by guards them¬ 
selves, could take place outside the view 
of cameras (see “Blind Spot,” March 30, 
2007). Yet as a 2011-2012 Orange County 
grand jury report found, five years after 
Chamberlain’s death, few steps had been 
taken to increase video surveillance that 
might help increase inmate security. 
“Video-surveillance systems in many 
of the county facilities are antiquated 
analog-type systems offering poor quality 
and performance,” the report states. “The 
sheriff should place a high priority on 
upgrading video-surveillance systems in 
the county jail system so that all units are 
protected by high-quality digital-moni¬ 
toring systems providing maximum area 
coverage to improve the safety of inmates, 
staff and visitors.” 

That report is itself already 5 years old, 
yet almost none of the grand jury’s recom¬ 
mendations have been met. There were 
no functioning cameras in the area from 
which the three inmates escaped, and 
the few working cameras that are set up 
inside the jail are apparently for recording 
purposes only, not real-time monitoring, 
and rely on decades-old VHS technology. 
“We ran out of tapes,” a jail spokesperson 
feebly told the Register this week. “We 
have to order them from China.” 

NSCHOU@OCWEEKLY.COM 

READ MOREDONLINE 

WWW.OCWEEKLY.COM/NEWS 
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Brea Plaza Shopping Center 
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NORTHRIDGE 

Nordhoff Plaza 
(818) 700-0130 
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South Bay Marketplace 
(310)542-1460 
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Best Buy Plaza 
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TUSTIN 
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LAGUNA HILLS 
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HOURS: Mon-Sun 9am-10pm 

Enjoy the Total Wine & More Experience in 18 States. Find them at TotalWine.com 
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iask a mexican! 


A r jMkm DEAR MEXICAN:I 
I I enjoyed reading the 

* etter some Y ears 

\. back from the lovely 

Mexican lesbian about 
lip liner. I have met several 
guys from Mexico who came to the U.S. so 
they can come out of the closet. Nothing 
warms my middle-aged gay heart more than 
when a nice Mexican young man says, "Hola, 
papi'\ However, it seems that when they go 
home to Mexico to visit their mamasitas, they 
go back into the closet. I've read in the news 
that things are getting better for my fellow 
homos in Mexico; are more macho mucha- 
chos "out" in Mexico these days? 

Grateful White Queen 

DEAR GABACHA: Life for mariposas in Mexico 
has gotten much better since the days when 
the Aztecs would kill gay men by pulling their 
entrails through their culos. Just last month, the 
Mexican Supreme Court legalized gay marriage 
in Jalisco, stereotypic a lly the most macho state 
in la republica (the rest of us mexicanos always 
knew those charros from Los Altos were on the 
down-low, anyway). On the other mano, the 
Human Rights Commission of Mexico City's 2008 
report on LGBT discrimination noted that a Mexi¬ 
can governmental survey found that 48.4 percent 
of households surveyed said they wouldn't allow 
a gay person to live in their house, and more 
than 90 percent of LGBT folks had experienced 
discrimination on account of their sexuality. In 
other words, Mexico is about as tolerant of gay 
folks as Ted Cruz, but far better-looking. 

DEAR MEXICAN: How come Mexicans lower 
their pickup trucks and put those tiny wheels 
on there that stick out beyond the fender? In 
doing so, they have essentially ruined a per¬ 
fectly good truck to nothing more than a low- 
riding car. I can honestly say I haven't seen 


» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

any other ethnic group do this to their trucks 
as regularly as Mexicans. What gives? 

Juan Confused Coloradan 

DEAR GABACHO: Mexicans lower their cars, 
and gabacho bros raise their Dodge Rams 
and F-250s as high as possible. Such suspen¬ 
sion choices are metaphors for our respective 
razas— Mexicans are close to Mother Earth, 
while gabas will forever remain uppity pendejos. 

DEAR MEXICAN: I work with Mexicans on a 
golf course. We eat lunch together, and I love 
tortillas. I even learned how to make a spoon 
out of a tortilla. These guys know nothing 
about la cocina. So when I ask them how to 
make the red sauce the meat is cooked in, 
they give me the furrowed-brow look. I cook 
a lot at my house; I'm sure some of them think 
this gringo is a faggot. Where can I find a 
recipe for this red sauce? 

My 18th Hole Is You-Know-Where 

DEAR GABACHO: Not enough info here. What 
kind of salsa roja was it—from chile de arbol? 
Japones? Chipotle? Piqufn? Chiltepfn? Or was it 
a guisado? A mole? Maybe a thick consomme? 
There are as many Mexican salsas as there are 
narcos in the Mexican government, so get back 
at me with the details. But don't say that hom- 
bres can't cook; just take it from celebrity chef 
Anthony Bourdain, who said last year, "If [Don¬ 
ald] Trump deports 11 million people or whatever 
he's talking about right now, every restaurant 
would shutdown." So can someone shove a 
cold burrito in Trump's face already? 


ASK THE MEXICAN 

at themexican@askamexican.net, 
be his fan on Facebook, follow him 
on Twitter, or ask him a video question 
at youtube.com/askamexicano! 


HeyYou! 

» ANONYMOUS 

You Deserve 
the Chair 

T he new year should 
mean a new begin¬ 
ning, but unfortunately, the 
same morons who were 
driving in 2015 are still on 
the streets of OC. Absolutely no empathy for the person who must be in a wheelchair. You 
know who you are—driving a dark-color van. The person in the chair had the right of way. I 
just knew you were not going to yield to me, so I stopped—just in time to hear you say, "You 
shouldn't be out in that thing." Well, you shouldn't be driving! Karma will get you, my friend. 
May what you do unto others come threefold to you. 


HEY, YOU! Send anonymous thanks, confessions or accusations—changing or deleting the 
names of the guilty and innocent—to "Hey, You!" c/o OC Weekly, 3420 Bristol St., 6th Floor, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626, or email us at letters@ocweekly.com. 
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SHED EVEN MORE WEIGHT! 
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ONLY$9 PER SHOT fast acting 
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MIRA AESTHETIC MEDICAL CENTER 

3140 RED HILL AVE #150, COSTA MESA | 714.544.8678 

LOCATIONS IN OC & BEVERLY HILLS I YOUNGERLOOK.COM 
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Reflexology 
$28/hr 

Oil Massage 
$48/hr 

Ropen everyday / 
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430 S Anaheim Hills Road, 

Suite D 

Anaheim, CA 92807 
714 . 883.5358 

/ ^ . . — — — _ T 

10 Minutes Additional 


or $5 OFF Any Service 

Not redeemable for cash. Must present 
coupon at time of service. Limit one coupon 
per visit. Limited time offer. 
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to our Brents Newsletter! 
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#FRESHTOAST 


FEBRUARY 27TH 
HAM-2PM 
NEWPORT DUNES 


► WIN 4 VIP TICKETS! 4 


VIP DESSERT LOUNGE ACCESS 
SWAG BAG • EXPEDITED ENTRY 
UNLIMITED BRUNCH BITES • DRINK SAMPLES 
LIVE MUSIC • BLOODY MARY CONTEST 

Em py PEL 7 th 

ocweekly.com/free/freshtoast 


Hi-Time Wine Cellars 


<ffl*Y ‘Wirif OF THE (ftOHTtl 

Paolo E Noemia D’Amico 2013 
Seiano Rosso Lazio $9.95 [301282] 

Our wine of the month hails from Lazio, Italy, and 
is a blend of 80% Sangiovese and 20% Merlot. The 
vineyards it comes from are located between Rome 
and Florence, overlooking Umbria, at an altitude of 
about 450 meters above sea level. With an aging 
regimen consisting of 3 months spent in stainless 
steel, Seiano really does showcase its area of origin, 
its terroir, without oak influence. 

Mulberry and pomegranate, dried strawberries, 
bramble, violets, tea and a touch of the regionally 
classic tomato leaf make for a beautiful nose, with 
the dried fruits leading the charge. Upon tasting, 
dried cherries and mixed red fruits meld with rose 
petal, earthy spice and a pinch of black tea. The 
dried fruits are quite elegant and stand 
out in harmony with the lush, forward 
tannins and brisk acidity that keep the 
mouthfeel lively, leading to a lengthy, 
resounding finish. 


Y 


SEIANO 


Paolo e Noemia d'Amico 


250 OGLE STREET - COSTA MESA, CA 049.650.0463 - HITIMEWINE.NET 


























to convict a motorist of murder? 


Did the OCDA ignore evidence 
of doctored CHP reports 


S outhern Californians understand week¬ 
day traffic builds toward congestion even 
at 4:59 a.m., which was the case on July 
7,2006, on the westbound 91 freeway 
in Anaheim. That’s when a new stove, 
still in the box, fell from the bed of a gray 
Ford F-250 pickup truck and landed in the lanes. 
We’ve all seen an assortment of debris—baby seats, 
flat tires, vehicle bumpers, trash bags and lawn 
chairs—clutter our highways. Given its heft, a stove 
is, however, a more frightening obstacle. Cole Allen 
Wilkins, a Long Beach construction worker and the 
driver of the truck, hadn’t intended for his newly 
acquired kitchen appliance to tumble into oncom¬ 
ing traffic. Nonetheless, this bizarre event led to 
tragic and controversial consequences—ones still 
being angrily debated a decade later. 

Motorists’ calls to the California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) dispatch began at 5:01 a.m. Dan Lay, who’d 
been driving about 50 yards behind Wilkins, saw 
the stove fall and hit it with a glancingblow. Dur¬ 
ing the next four minutes, most drivers managed 
to miss the unexpected hazard or avoid collisions, 
other than two minor fender-benders. 


Then disaster struck like a terrifying chain- 
reaction scene in the Final Destination films. 

As he drove to his Whittier office that day 
before sunrise, 34-year-old David Piquette didn’t 
see the stove until it was too late. At 5:05 a.m., 
Piquette swerved his Ford Crown Victoria across 
several lanes to his right and slammed into a 
tractor-trailer driven by Thomas Hipsher in the 
slow lane. Hipsher’s truck, which was carrying 
a full load of cement, toppled over and crushed 
Piquette. According to an autopsy, he died of 
“positional asphyxiation.” 

To prevent additional fatalities, veteran CHP 
officer John Heckenkemper, one of the first cops 
on the scene, dragged the stove to the freeway’s 
shoulder. Heckenkemper also wrote a report about 
events that morning and determined speeding or 
unsafe lane changes was a “primary collision fac¬ 
tor,” or PCF. He filed his report—which, depending 
on who is speaking, either did or didn’t get offi¬ 
cially approved—and went on a planned vacation. 

What happened next is the centerpiece of 
the still-raging dispute. There’s no doubt CHP 
officials not only amended the findings by 


switching the PCF to blame Wilkins, but they 
also destroyed original reports by two officers 
at the scene. Six days after Piquette’s death, the 
Orange County district attorney’s office (OCDA) 
bypassed the weakest possible charge, man¬ 
slaughter, to file the most serious: first-degree 
murder. Without knowing of the behind-the- 
scenes CHP events, a 2008 jury found Wilkins 
guilty; calling him “dangerous,” Superior Court 
Judge Richard F. Toohey ordered the maximum 
possible sentence of 26 years to life in prison. 

But defense lawyers claim the report editing 
and secrecy illustrate how law-enforcement offi¬ 
cials will manipulate evidence when one of their 
own is involved, as well as that OCDA officials 
possess a win-at-all-costs mentality. At the time 
of the stove incident, Piquette was a popular cop 
and had served a decade as a deputy sheriff in 
Los Angeles County. Accusations of wrongdoing 
offend prosecutors. They contend their triumph 
was the epitome of justice and, although the Cali¬ 
fornia Supreme Court overturned the conviction 
in 2013, are determined to re-apply the murderer 
label to Wilkins in coming months. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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The Long Eraser of the Law 

» FROM PAGE 11 


B ased on television crime shows, 
citizens may wrongly assume 
only a person who successfully 
plots to kill another human 
being can be charged with first- 
degree murder. In what’s known 
as the felony murder doctrine, California 
law gives prosecutors authority to file the 
ultimate criminal charge against individu¬ 
als who, unlike the traditional notion of 
first-degree murder, unintentionally take 
a life. So if an innocent person acciden¬ 
tally dies as a result of a perpetrator com¬ 
mitting any one of a series of felonies— 
arson, rape, carjacking, robbery, burglary, 
mayhem and kidnapping—that scenario 
can be classified as first-degree murder. 
For example, an armed bandit who has 
successfully fled a bank without firing a 
shot is guilty of the most serious type of 
murder if, several blocks away, his gun- 
waving terrifies a bystander, who dies of a 
heart attack. 

With increasing frequency, the DA’s 
office has filed murder charges against 
serial DUI drivers who cause fatal col¬ 
lisions. This second-degree-murder 
concept espouses that an offender should 
have known driving while intoxicated can 
result in an innocent person’s death but 
drove anyway. Last month, 24-year-old 
Neil Storm Stephany, who was convicted 
of murder, received a prison punishment 
of 15 years to life for crashing his truck 
into a bicyclist while high on heroin on 
Pacific Coast Highway in October 2014. 

Inadvertently causing a traffic death 
can bring a lesser charge, too. Jorene 
Ypanto Nicolas, 29, was found guilty of 
vehicular manslaughter last year for a 2011 
fatal collision on the northbound 405 in 
Westminster. Prosecutors accused Nicolas 
of texting while driving 85 mph and not 
seeing that traffic had come to a standstill. 
The San Diego resident received a six-year 
prison term. 

Wilkins hoped to face no worse than 
a manslaughter charge. But his story is 
more complicated than Nicolas’ inatten¬ 
tiveness. He’d burglarized a residential 
construction site in Riverside County, 
taking as many appliances, including the 
stove, as he could cram into his truck. 
Unfortunately for Piquette and himself, 
Wilkins forgot to use tie-downs or close 
the tailgate to his truck bed. 

etween the OCDA and the pubic 
defender’s (PD) office, the DA’s 
office is the more powerful and 
generously funded of Orange 
County’s two major public legal 
agencies—plus its top lawyers 
receive regular glowing profiles on televi¬ 
sion crime shows. Within the criminal- 
justice system, prosecutors are the aggres¬ 
sors, determining who will face charges 
and what charges apply, allowing them to 
maintain the upper hand. 

For nearly two decades, homicide 
prosecutor Mike Murray has dominated 


Orange County courtrooms with a no- 
nonsense, military-style presence that 
has caused otherwise-menacing killers to 
squirm. Murray’s demeanor isn’t manufac¬ 
tured. If office mate Matt Murphy, a surfer, 
is a charmer who leaves jurors wanting 
to hug him, this West Point graduate, U.S. 
Army captain during the Persian Gulf 
War and present-day adjunct professor at 
Chapman University School of Law capti¬ 
vates juries with righteous indignation. 

Defense lawyers alternately fear and 
loathe Murray, who is married to an FBI 
special agent. He’s known to take over 
cases other prosecutors fret they can’t win, 
including People v. Marvin Smith, a mur¬ 
der whodunit that went all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which affirmed the 
conviction. Still, justices at the California 
Court of Appeal have singled him out by 
name, a rarity, in hostile rulings for what 
they’ve seen as overly aggressive tactics. 

Murray’s legendary intensity found 
another outlet with Wilkins. He didn’t 
just hold the defendant, who has created 
an alarming rap sheet, in contempt. The 
senior deputy DA believed Wilkins could 
not have been more guilty of first-degree 
murder than if he’d shot Piquette point 


blank in the head. 

‘What I want to talk to you about is the 
murder of a young man by the name of 
David Piquette,” Murray said in his opening 
statement at the April 2008 trial. “In jury 
selection, there was a lot of discussion about 
accidents. But the evidence is going to show 
this was not [an] accident, not under the 
law. It was murder.... He was murdered.” 

But Wilkins’ private, Los Angeles- 
based lawyer saw the charge as excessive. 
“There’s no question, as you hear the 
story, even from the prosecutor, [that] 

Mr. Wilkins did not know the stove fell 
off his truck,” the late Joseph T. Vodnoy 
told jurors. “Imagine, you have a bunch 
of things happening, I suggest, not fore¬ 
seeable. There’s a whole bunch of cars 
driving and hit [the stove] with some 
minor damage before the officer, who 
presumably had been trained in driving, 
slid across a bunch of lanes, and just so 
happens, at that exact moment, there’s a 
cement truck there. Imagine. Is somebody 
going to foresee that? It’s a terrible acci¬ 
dent. ... The question is: Are you going to 
make [Wilkins] a murderer because there 
was an accident?” 

It wasn’t a contest: Murray swayed the jury. 


R epresenting the accused in 
Orange County, on the other 
hand, doesn’t bring lofty sta¬ 
tus. Public defenders are often 
treated like one-eyed step¬ 
children in courthouses. On a 
consistent basis, nobody hears a terse “no” 
more often from judges. A daily symbolic 
reminder of who is boss: The DA’s 10-floor 
office, a commercial building, towers over 
the nearby PD’s office, a converted county 
morgue that resembles a 1950s, Soviet- 
style government edifice. 

Despite those circumstances, there are 
public defenders such as Sara Ross whose 
constitutions resist the role of pushover. 
After a stint with federal public defenders 
in Idaho, Ross joined the Orange County 
PD’s office in 2005, and though it’s unlikely 
she’ll ever win a feature on 48 Hours, she 
is a rising star in the office’s felony panel 
unit, according to colleagues. “Lots of 
people claim they aren’t ever intimidated, 
but Sara really isn’t,” said Deputy Public 
Defender Scott Sanders. “She is prepared, 
well-spoken and tough as nails.” 

Ross became Wilkins’ defense counsel 
in December 2014 as the OCDA decided 
to seek his retrial after the state supreme 











court declared the 2008 conviction had 
been improperly obtained. During pretrial 
battles, Superior Court Judge M. Marc 
Kelly repeatedly praised her legal skills 
and passion. 

According to Ross, law enforcement tin¬ 
kered with reality to construct a first-degree 
murder case. ‘What happened to Piquette 
was a tragedy,” she told the Weekly. “But it 
was not a foreseeable accident. Except for 
a few fender-benders, everybody else was 
able to safely avoid [the stove].” 

Ross says Piquette’s actions—either 
speeding, changing lanes unsafely or 
both—caused the death. She says she 
doesn’t precisely know which one is 
right because CHP destroyed the original 
reports containing such details, an act 
she is “absolutely positive” was done at 
the behest of someone in OCDA. Who? 
Last month, she asked Kelly to place Mur¬ 
ray and several of his colleagues tied to 
the case, including Larry Yellin and Eric 
Scarbrough, on the witness stand under 
oath. The judge, a former prosecutor, 
acknowledged the evidence destruction 
but declined her request. 

“What isn’t commendable is to with¬ 
hold evidence,” she said. “That’s huge.” 

During a Jan. 22 hearing, Murray listened 
to Ross’ complaints and stewed, furious his 
integrity had been challenged. “I feel like I 
have sat here for months and listened to a 
woman who I have never met before,” he 
said. “Never had a case with her. Didn’t even 
know she existed until she accused me of a 
crime in her moving papers.” 

An annoyed Kelly interrupted. “Just a 
minute,” the judge said. “When you say 
‘woman,’ let’s refer to her as ‘counsel.’” 

Murray backtracked. 

“Counsel,” he said. “Didn’t know coun¬ 
sel existed. Didn’t know her name. Wasn’t 
familiar with her work. The first time I even 
heard her name was when she accused me 
of the crime of suborning perjury.” 

Arguably the most fear-instilling pros¬ 
ecutor in the region, Murray’s comments 
didn’t force Ross to retreat. In the after- 
math, she noted she’d actually opposed 
him in a prior unrelated case. “He must 
have forgotten,” she said with a chuckle. 

It’s her stance that too many people in 
the DA’s office have been allowed “to slide” 
on ethical lapses, and as a consequence, 
prosecutors have “become more embold¬ 
ened” in employing questionable tactics. 

“A prosecutor’s job isn’t to win,” Ross 
said. “It’s to do justice.” 

B orn in Bien Hoa, South Viet¬ 
nam, in the first hours of 1972 
to a Vietnamese mother and an 
American soldier, Piquette and 
his family immigrated to the 
United States. He was popular 
in high school, where he participated 
on the wrestling team. After graduation, 
Piquette followed in the footsteps of his 
father and grandfather, who served at 
Pearl Harbor when Japan attacked the 
naval base in 1941. He joined the U.S. 
military and served on the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt in 1993. His service took him 
to distant places such as the United Arab 


Emirates and Singapore. 

In memorials to her son, his mother, 
Lan, recalled his desire to help others 
even as a young boy. She also remembers 
his joy the day he became a deputy, a job 
that eventually included him training 
reserve officers in self-defense. According 
to his students, he voiced a mantra: Keep 
your eyes on a suspect’s hands. 

He inspired devotion from fellow Marines 
and deputies even in death. “For the two 
years we served together in the Marine 
detachment, you became a true friend,” one 
pal stated about Piquette in a remembrance. 
“The friendship you gave me in two years 
could last two lifetimes. We laughed, fought, 
bled and even cried together.” 

Piquette’s sibling, Rich, crafted a pas¬ 
sionate remembrance as well. “I am so 
honored to have you as my older brother,” 
he wrote. “Every day, I wake up and hope 
that this is just a bad dream. You have no 
idea what you meant to me.... I miss you 
so much.” 

More than 3,000 people attended 
Piquette’s July 12,2006, funeral. The 
crowd included deputies, FBI agents, 
police officers, Marines, then-LA Sheriff 
Lee Baca and then-California Attorney 
General Bill Lockyer. Hollywood actor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the governor at 
the time, gave teddy bears to Piquette’s 
kids. Local television stations interrupted 
regularly scheduled programming to air 
live coverage of the massive procession to 
the Riverside National Cemetery. 

Nobody prized Piquette more than his 
wife, Shawna. Her father, Piquette’s senior 
inside the LA County sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment, felt so strongly about his character 
he introduced the two. The couple was 
raising two preschool children, a boy and 
a girl, at the time of the accident. In her 
memorial a month into the ordeal, she 
called the deputy an “amazing” husband 
and father. “I am so honored to be your 
wife,” Shawna wrote. “I will forever adore 
you. Your strength will forever guide me 
in raising our beautiful babies.” 

I n Ross’ view, the age-old scandal 
question is appropriate in Wilkins: 
What did Murray know about CHP 
officials changing original reports, 
and when did he know it? She 
believes he knew during the trial and 
withheld that evidence from the defense to 
gain unfair tactical advantage. To support 
her contention, the deputy public defender 
points to a December 2015 affidavit by 
Jon Cassidy, a reporter at Watchdog.org. 
Cassidy recalls that during the 2008 trial, 
when he worked for the Orange County 
Register, he told the prosecutor that a con¬ 
fidential source informed him “about the 
CHP altering its findings regarding who 
was at fault for the [Piquette] accident.” 

He recalled Murray telling him the infor¬ 
mation was “irrelevant.” 

Ross also possesses a sworn declaration 
from Steve Beeuwsaert, who served as 
chief of the CHP’s Southern Division, the 
largest in the agency. In 2009, in response 
to a whistleblower complaint about offi- 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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The Long Eraser of the Law 

» FROM PAGE 13 


cers fixing a speeding ticket for an Ana¬ 
heim Ducks player and doctoring acci¬ 
dent reports—including ones involving 
Piquette’s death—Beeuwsaert declared 
he’d relayed concerns to the agency’s 
Internal Affairs unit and the OCDA. He 
wrote, “The Orange County DA handling 
the case, Mike Murray, was well aware of 
the circumstances involving the accident 
and the differences of opinion as to who 
was at fault.” 

Beeuwsaert’s records show Heckenkem- 
per, one of the initial officers at the scene, 
“determined that the cause of the accident 
was unsafe speed on the party who had 
swerved around the stove, but had collided 
with a second party in the process.” 

Those documents go on to describe 
how CHP officer Mike Bernardin wrote 
a concurring report. “Approximately 
three weeks after the accident took place, 
Officer Heckenkemper was on vacation 
when he received a call from Sergeant 
Joe Morrison, [who] told him that they 
were going to change his report to reflect 
the PCF as ‘Other Than Driver’ [mean¬ 
ing Wilkins] instead of unsafe speed 
so that it would not conflict with other 
accident reports,” Beeuwsaert wrote, 
according to court records. “He was also 
told this was being done to help with 
getting prosecution for murder against 
the suspect who stole the stove. Upon 
his return from vacation, he learned that 
several items in the report were changed 
and others added without his knowledge 
or approval, yet his name was still on the 
bottom of the report as the investigating 
officer. Officer Heckenkemper was told 
his original report was destroyed.” 

Beeuwsaert’s notes also contend OCDA 


investigator Wesley Vandiver “had dis¬ 
cussions relative to the changing of the 
report.” On the witness stand during the 
trial, Vandiver, an ex-CHP officer, testi¬ 
fied Piquette had not been speeding. The 
investigator said he’d reached his conclu¬ 
sion, in part, because there was no record 
proving otherwise. 

I n contrast to Piquette, the defendant 
isn’t a sympathetic character. Born 
in March 1976, Wilkins, the son of a 
state prison felon, became a trouble¬ 
maker in middle school. He stabbed 
a girl in the leg with a knife at age 
11. Two years later, he attempted to steal 
a bike and committed three residential 
burglaries. When he was 14, he stole a gun 
and ammunition from a home. 

But it was his 15th year that loaded his 
rap sheet. According to court records, on 
separate occasions, Wilkins: 

• “Threw his mother to the ground, 
straddled her and attempted to choke her”; 

• Placed a 12-gauge shotgun to a driv¬ 
er’s head in a carjacking; 

• Entered a woman’s residence while 
she sunbathed, and then beat, raped and 
threatened to kill her—violence that left 
the victim requiring 100 stitches and plas¬ 
tic surgery to her face. 

Though still a minor, Wilkins 
received a punishment of 33 years and 
eight months inside the California 
Youth Authority for the last crime. He 
emerged at the age of 25 and the follow¬ 
ing year was arrested for not registering 
as a sex offender. At the ages of 28 and 
29, police arrested him for DUI. The 
records are unclear on timing, but at 
some point, authorities learned that a 
woman accused him of putting “some¬ 
thing into her drink during a social 
night out with friends in a bar and had 
subsequently raped her.” 































OC WEEKLY FILE PHOTO 


n a recent Saturday inside the 
busy 4th Street Market in Santa 
Ana, Murray acknowledged 
“fascinating issues” in the case, 
and he remained disgusted by 
Wilkins and attacks on his own 
credibility. He said Ross “sees conspira¬ 
cies under every rock,” “jumps to conclu¬ 


sions” and “wants to paint herself as a 
hero.” According to him, “there is nothing 
nefarious” about the CHP changing “draft 
reports” that, to his knowledge, are rou¬ 
tinely altered by superiors who have more 
information or expertise. “That’s standard 
procedure,” said Murray, who has no 
memory of Beeuwsaert ever contacting 


him and doubts he did. 

In a Jan. 19 affidavit, Murray declared, 
“No one from the CHP contacted me and 
discussed changing any reports, opinions 
or conclusions.” 

He also doesn’t care if particular CHP 
officers disagree with his murder filing, 
stating, “The prosecutor, who is a trained 
lawyer, decides what charges are appro¬ 
priate, not them.” 

But it’s the public defender’s attempt 
to eliminate Wilkins’ responsibility for 
the fatality that upsets him most. Murray 
believes Ross is advancing an outrageous 
notion. “I think she wants you to believe 
Deputy Piquette would have been speeding 
and swerving 90 degrees into other lanes 
without the stove in the road,” he said. 

I n its ruling two years ago, the Califor¬ 
nia Supreme Court opined that Judge 
Toohey wrongly blocked a defense 
request for a jury instruction on an 
“escape clause” in the felony murder 
doctrine. The court also said the 
error wasn’t harmless. The justices wrote, 
“Given the evidence, there is a reasonable 
probability that a jury properly instructed 
on the escape rule would have concluded 
that defendant had reached a place of tem¬ 
porary safety before the fatal act occurred 
and was not guilty of felony murder.” 

Here, too, Ross and Murray don’t see 
eye to eye. Ross says her client reached 
the point of temporary safety, the clause 
trigger, because he was an hour and 62 
miles away from the crime scene, travel¬ 


ing the speed limit and wasn’t fleeing 
a police pursuit when the stove fell. It 
“makes no sense” to claim the accident 
was a “continuation” of a burglary just to 
make it a felony-murder, she argues. 

In contrast, the prosecutor believes the 
escape clause would have been triggered 
if, say, Wilkins had stopped somewhere 
and broken continuous movement from 
the burglary. Murray recalled the defense 
tried to take advantage of the technical¬ 
ity in the 2008 trial, when the defendant 
testified he’d made a Palm Springs stop¬ 
over after the burglary. “Based on the cell 
phone [tower pinging] evidence, the jury 
didn’t believe him,” he said. “He’s a liar.” 

A future jury will decide Wilkins’ 
fate. Having rejected Ross’ 
outrageous-government-conduct 
assertions, as well as recusal 
motions, Judge Kelly scheduled a 
second trial for May 16. Murray, 
who is running for a judicial spot on June 
7, insists he’ll fight attempts to delay the 
case to the point he can’t handle prosecutor 
duties. If he wins the election, he’ll become 
a judge next January. 

“I know [Ross] doesn’t want me to try 
this case,” he said. “I’m trying this case. I’m 
not running from bull accusations.” 

Ross is equally firm. She’s ready for 
courtroom combat and expects more 
OCDA shenanigans. 

“I don’t trust them,” she concluded, “to 
turn over records.” 

RSCOTTMOXLEY@OCWEEKLY.COM 





Shooter Jennings & 
Lukas Nelson Acoustic 

(At The Underground DTSA 
located across the street) 

February 20 


JFA & REAGAN YOUTH 

* ® *, 

(Jar*. •< 

February 26 


IE UNTOUCHABLES! 

(At The Underground DTSA 
located across the street) 


307 N. Spurgeon St. Santa Ana CA 

TICKETSAVAILABLEATYOSnHEATER.COM 



the G0WEEKLY Fresh Powder Package 

•4 Bear Mountain/Snoui Summit Tickets* 

•A pair of Smith Goggles* 
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J OCWEEKLY.COM/FREE/FRESHPOWDER 
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fri/02/05 


[BURLESQUE] 

Desilu Dames 

Burlesque Loves Lucy 

If wacky redheads make your heart pound 
like the bongos to “Babalu,” you’re goingto 
love Burlesque Loves Lucy, the I Love Lucy! 
tribute strip show happening one night only 
at the Yost Theater. Hosted by Tito Bonito 
and featuring Stage Kittens, Iza La Vamp 
and Lucille Highball, with performances 
by Gwen Ruby, Red Snapper, Brown Sugar, 
Jessabelle Thunder, Miso Pretty, Tutus & 
Tassels, and more—Burlesque Loves Lucy 
is everything you could hope for from a 
nipple-tassel-swirling contortionist who 
might give you a peak at whether that red 
hair is, in fact, natural. Drinks are available 
to those who are 21 or older, or you can 
chug your Vitameatavegamin before the 
show. But don’t enjoy yourself too much, or 
you’ll have a lot of’splainin’ to do when you 
get home to your honey. 

Burlesque Loves Lucy at the Yost 
Theater, 307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana, 
(888) 862-9573; www.yosttheater.com. 

8 p.m. $30.18+. -AMANDA PARSONS 


[CONCERT] 

Not Fade Away 

Buddy Holly Winter Dance Party 

Feb. 3 is forever known as the Day the 
Music Died, after pop hit maker Buddy 
Holly died in a tragic plane crash along 
with Ritchie Valens and J.P. Richardson, 
a.k.a. “The Big Bopper,” in 1959. Although 
it’s a grim moment in music history, memo¬ 
ries of the fallen three live on. Today’s 
concert comes on the heels of the event’s 
anniversary, celebrating the musical con¬ 
tributions of Holly by paying tribute to his 
last performance during his 1959 Winter 
Dance Party tour. J.P. McDermott, rocka¬ 
billy musician and noted Holly historian, 
hosts, while Echo Sparks, Carl Sonny 
Leyland, the Wimberleys, Jeff West & the 
Witwoods, and Coyote Moon fill in to play 
covers of Holly’s hits, the perfect way to 
honor this rock & roll pioneer’s legacy. 

Buddy Holly Winter Dance Party at 
Don the Beachcomber, 16728 Pacific Coast 
Hwy., Huntington Beach, (562) 592-1321; 
www.donthebeachcomber.com. 7:30 p.m. 
$12-$150.18+. — AIMEE MURILLO 


sat/02/06 


[PARTIES] 


^ KINKY 
KARNEVAL 
Auf Der Reeperbahn 

Need an excuse to get dressed in cos¬ 
tume? Phoenix Club in Anaheim celebrates 
another German tradition with Auf Der 
Reeperbahn, a party that takes much of 
its cues from the Rheinischer Karneval 
in Rhineland, West Germany. Only this 
party is adult-themed—patrons are invited 
to dress up as sailors or in sexy, slutty 
"working girl"-type costumes to pay only 
half of the admission fee and win prizes. 
Statuesque cabaret star/dominatrix Manu- 
ela Horn will emcee the floor show and 
show off her amazing yodeling skills. So 
dust off that sexy nurse or maid costume 
in the closet (we know you have one), and 
enjoy some beers and brats with the other 
Damen und Herren testing it up tonight. 

Auf Der Reeperbahn at Phoenix Club, 
1340 S. Sanderson Ave., Anaheim, (714) 563- 
4166; www.thephoenixclub.com. 7 p.m. $10; 
$5 with costume. -AIMEE MURILLO 


[CONCERT] 

Lightning Strikes Again 

Dokken 


| MORE » 

Ionline 

OCWEEKLY.COM 


To say that 1980s metal group Dokken are 
back would be misguided; the truth is they 
never left. Although they’ve switched, added 
and lost mem¬ 
bers during their 
30-plus years of 
existence, they’ve 
continued to pro¬ 
duce enough stu- 

dio material to keep them on the radar of fans 
and the metal community at large. Tonight, 
they bring the noise to the Coach House to 
reinvigorate audiences with the aggressive, 
dark energy, three-part vocal harmonies and 
thunderous sound they’re known and loved 
for, led by vocalist Don Dokken. Renew your 
passion for classic heavy metal, updated with 
a contemporary edge that makes for truly 
essential listening. 

Dokken with Striker at the Coach House, 
33157 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, 
(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

8 p.m. $30. -AIMEE MURILLO 

















fifEPERBAHN* 

^ Yodeling Dom matrix Man lie 1 Horn , 

g= German Mardi Gras German food. Beer, I - ” V 
Red-light district Bar, Dancing & ? 

Costume Party Best Costume Prizes 1 

“tphoe J Ji< 0 dub.com7:OO pm 02.06.16 

The Phoenix Club 1340 $. Sanderson Ave. Anaheim, CA /;*;• V, 
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RECEIVE VIP EVENT INVITES. 
FREE TICKETS. HOT PRIZE 
PACKAGES 8 SPECIAL OFFERS 
ONLY AVAILABLE TO OUR 
VALUED SUBSCRIBERS. 


SIGN UP NOW 
TO GAIN ACCESS 


STUFF 


.amt/i 
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NOTHING SAYS “BRUNCH” LIKE A PERFECTLY CONSTRUCTED AND GARNISHED BLOODY MARY. ATTEND OC 
WEEKLY’S LARGE-SCALE BRUNCH EVENT, FRESH TOAST, AND INCLUDED WITH YOUR TICKET WILL BE SAMPLES 
FROM THE COMPETITORS OF OUR FIRST-EVER BLOODY BATTLE. YOU WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO VOTE ON WHO YOU 
THOUGHT HAD THE BEST BLOODY MARY, AS WELL AS BEST PRESENTATION AND MOST UNIQUE. 


OCWEEKLY.COM/FRESHTOA5T 



MAMA’S 


© /the I 

HUB ^g) .torch jjjgmpg 



Chocolates 

ff ARE NOT ENOUGH < * 





$50 PURCHASE OR MORE 

25% OFFISH' 

$75 PURCHASE OR MORE J1P 

30% OFF 

$100 PURCHASE OR MORE 

Valid February 11 - 14th 
May not be combined with any other discount or promotion 
In-store only 


e&WKye 

spankysonline.com 


213 N. HARBOR BLVD., SANTA ANA I 714.554.3098 I OPEN 24/7 
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[ART] 

Printed Matter 

'Anthology: Mike Stilkey' 

Ever heard of a book installation? If you’ve 
wandered to LA’s the Last Bookstore, 
you’ve probably encountered their stun¬ 
ning towers and sculptures made entirely 
of books. Artist Mike Stilkey takes his 
installations to the next level and adds life¬ 
like paintings to the mix. The current show 
at the OC Great Park’s Palm Court Com¬ 


plex, “Anthology: Mike Stilkey,” houses 
a retrospective of his work, featuring his 
amazing book walls—made from recycled, 
reclaimed books, of course—decorated 
with paintings made by colored pencil, 
paint, lacquer and ink, illustrating scenes of 
whimsy and fantasy. Stop by and marvel at 
this art that literally speaks in volumes. 

“Anthology: Mike Stilkey” at Palm Court 
Complex at OC Great Park, Sand Canyon 
and Marine Way, Irvine, (866) 829-3829; 
www.ocgp.org. 1 p.m. Through April 10. 
Free. — AIMEE MURILLO 


[CONCERT] 

Love Thy Neighbour 

The Neighbourhood 

While the Neighbourhood made hearts 
everywhere swoon with their 2013 romantic 
mega hit, “Sweater Weather,” the rest of 
their catalog isn’t quite as sweet. They typi¬ 
cally use black-and-white imagery for their 
photos and music videos, and their music 
follows suit with melancholic lyrics and tone. 
Their latest release, Wiped Out!, includes 



(PER NIGHT) 


SNOWBIRD 
PACKAGE Z 


■ $20 GIFT CARD ■ $45 RESTAURANT CREDIT 

■ $20 FREE PLAY OFFER 

■ 1 PM GUARANTEED 
CHECKOUT 


18-HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
GOLF COURSE 


2,000 OF THE HOTTEST SLOTS 


250-ROOM HOTEL 


SIX RESTAURANTS 


0UU.0^/.Z940 ■ www.FantasySpringsResort.com 
In the Palm Springs Valley ■ 90-min Drive from Orange County 


IMPROV 


Hotel prices are per night plus resort fee. Snowbird Package valid Mon. - Thurs. through 4/30/16. 
Blackout dates may apply. Management reserves the right to cancel or modify promotions at any time. 


songs titled “RIP 2 My Youth,” ‘Wiped Out,” 
“Daddy Issues” and “A Moment of Silence.” 
Yet their music retains dance-y, synthy beats 
that challenge their pessimistic words and 
even signal drive for pushing the envelope of 
their previous work. Gloomy days are ahead, 
but you can gather around with other angsty 
youths and collectively mope and oscillate 
slowly together for comfort. 

The Neighbourhood and Hunny at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa 
Ana, (714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

8 p.m. $30. -AIMEE MURILLO 

mon/02/08 


[NIGHTLIFE] 

Do-Si-Do It! 

Country Dancin'With DJ Patrick 

Country and western dancing was at a 
fever-pitch in the early to mid-1990s, send¬ 
ing stampeding herds of Yankees into a 
Texas Two-Steppin’ frenzy. The craze may 
be long over, but true Tush Pushers still 
need to get their Electric Slide on. There’s 
still a chance DJ Patrick will play some nos¬ 
talgic “Cotton-Eyed Joe” or the authentic 
“Roll Back the Rug.” So, escort your partner 
on over to the Swallow every Monday and 
see what’s on deck—and don’t forget that 
Mondays are steak night, with free popcorn 
and happy hour prices all evening. That 
oughtta soothe your Achy Breaky Heart. 

Country Dancin’ With DJ Patrick at 
Swallow’s Inn, 31786 Camino Capistrano, 
San Juan Capistrano, (949) 493-3188; www. 
swallowsinn.com. 6:30 p.m. Free. -SR DAVIES 


tue/02/09 


[ART] 



SKIN-TILLATING! 

‘More Than Skin Deep’ 


Beloved artists in the tattoo, skate, photog¬ 
raphy and painting worlds come together in 
Rainwater Gallery's newest art show, "More 
Than Skin Deep."This show is a celebra¬ 
tion of both inked-up bods and the people 
who design them, with noted tattooers 
HEK, Charlie Coffin, ChaseTafoya, Chuey 
Quintanar and more exhibiting their fine art 
alongside photography by OG street-gang 
lensman Estevan Oriol and noted skate-cul¬ 
ture cameraman Pep Williams. Most, if not 
all, names included in this month's show are 
local to the area, so discover the clandestine 
talents living in our midst. 

"MoreThan Skin Deep" at Rainwater 
Gallery, 526 Main St., Ste. 101, Huntington 
Beach, (714) 951-9008; www.rainwatergallery. 
com. 11 a.m. Free. -AIMEE MURILLO 


















wed/02/10 


[PERFORMING ARTS] 


4|* ALL THE PRETTY 
HORSES 


Odysseo 



Anyone driving on the 405 freeway 
through Irvine over the past couple of 
weeks has likely noticed the white canopies 
near the Irvine Center Drive exit. For those 
who haven't ventured down that way, a 
towering big top has been erected that will 
be home to the world-renowned produc¬ 
tion Odysseo.The touring show is touted 
as an equestrian ballet, featuring dozens of 
performers and 50 highly trained horses. 
However, the show goes far beyond 
that, revealing hypnotizing aeriel artists, 
acrobats, live music, dance and virtual 
elements. Odysseo was masterminded by 
one of the co-founders of Cirque du Soleil 
and takes the whimsy of Cirque to a new 
level by incorporating majestic, equine 
performers with stunning visuals. No mat¬ 
ter which stretch of freeway you frequent, 
Odysseo is a worthwhile destination. 

Odysseo by Cavalia at the BigWhiteTop, 
off the 405 and 133 freeways, Irvine, (866) 
999-8111; www.cavalia.net. 8 p.m.Through 
Feb. 28. $29.50-$259.50. -HEIDI DARBY 

[FILM] 

The Other 
Road Warrior 

Akira 

One day, they’ll make a cluelessly American¬ 
ized live-action version of Akira, and on that 
day, a fireball of righteous nerd rage will arise 
that will match, if not surpass, anything ever 
detonated in Neo-Tokyo. But until that bale¬ 
ful day comes, you can enjoy Akira in its orig¬ 
inal animated form, almost universally recog¬ 
nized as one of the greatest anime films ever. 
Inspiration, technique, execution and eternal 
resonance, plus cyberpunk motorcycle gangs 
battling variously evil (and variously super- 
powered) forces that know not what they do: 
Akira has it all, even nearly 30 years since its 
theatrical release, and its unbelievable com¬ 
mitment to craft and detail demand you see 
this film on the big screen. Do it now before 
a remake—spoiler alert—transforms it into a 
tortured monster collapsing under the ago¬ 
nizing weight of its own hubris! 

Akira at Regency South Coast Village, 
1561W. Sunflower Ave., Santa Ana, 

(714) 557-5701; www.regencymovies.com. 
7:30 p.m. $8. -CHRIS ZIEGLER 


thu/02/11 


[COMEDY] 

Mick's Our Man 

Mick Foley 

To pro wrestling fans, Mick Foley is Man¬ 
kind, Dude Love or Cactus Jack. The king 
of hardcore is an icon in the squared circle, 
but that was a lifetime ago. Since hanging 
up his wrestling attire, Foley has carved out 
a career in standup. While that may sur¬ 
prise many, the truth is Foley has long been 
one of the more engaging, intelligent per¬ 
sonalities in pro wrestling and is one of the 
few authors who can claim he’s a New York 
Times best-seller. His autobiography shows 
off the acerbic wit and sharp observations 
that mark his standup sets. Unlike others 
who leave the bright lights and big arenas, 
Foley has proven that he’s as comfortable 
on the small stage as he was in a steel cage. 

Mick Foley at Irvine Improv, 527 Spectrum 
Center Dr., Irvine, (949) 854-5455; irvine. 
improv.com. 8 p.m. $25.18+. -DANIEL KOHN 



Visionary painter Mark Rothko refused to 
belong to any art movement that would 
have him—so with his art, described to the 
general public as abstract expressionism, 
he invited viewers to indulge in a bit of 
individual interpretation. In theTony Award¬ 
winning Red at South Coast Repertory, 
we get a stage-enacted look at the famous 
artist creating a masterpiece—the largest 
commission thus far in the history of mod¬ 
ern art, which at this point is 1958—along¬ 
side his wet-behind-the-ears new assistant. 
"What do you see?" is just the beginning 
of a gripping current of contemplative, 
thought-provoking questions and dialogue. 

Red at South Coast Repertory, 655 
Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa, (714) 708- 
5555; www.scr.org. 8 p.m.Through 
Feb. 21. $20- $61. -ERIN DEWITT 


THE COACH HOUSE 

www.thecoachhouse.com 


TICKETS and DINNER RESERVATIONS: 949-496-8930 
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CEOFF TATE'S 

Operation Mindcrime 
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PAUL STANUEY’S 

soulstSt^n 


MARTIN SEXTON / 

Lee Coulter 
DOKKEN 
GEOFF TATE’S 

OPERATION: MINDCRIME 

KATE VOEGELE / 

TYLER HILTON 
OTTMAR LIEBERT 
OTTMAR LIEBERT 
RICKIE LEE JONES 
LEE ANN WOMACK 
OC’S FUNNIEST 
HOUSEWIVES 
THE MUSICAL BOX: “The 

Exclusive Authorized by Peter Gabriel 

RECREATION OF GENESIS’ ‘FOXTROT’” 

WYNONNA & THE BIG 
NOISE: Stories & Song 
PAUL STANLEY’S 
SOUL STATION 
YOUNG DUBLINERS 
JUDY COLLINS 
AJ CROCE 

KING’S X / Kings Of Spade 

SINBAD 
THE DAN BAND 
HAPA 

DANA FUCHS 

Solo acoustic performance 

by CITIZEN COPE 
ZEPPELIN USA 
LOS RIOS ROCK 
SCHOOL 
LOS RIOS ROCK 
SCHOOL 

RUSTY ANDERSON 
AFTERNOON 
THE FENIANS 
ENGLISH BEAT 
BEATLES vs STONES 

- A MUSICAL SHOOTOUT 

UFO 

REVEREND HORTON 
HEAT 

LOU GRAMM “THE 
VOICE OF FOREIGNER” 
ELEPHANT REVIVAL / 

Mandolin Orange 

UPCOMING SHOWS 



K3EKING’t X 
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SINBAD 



A »'» *jL 

[CITIZEN COJe£ 


4/1 

SUPER DIAMOND 

(Neil Diamond Tribute) 

4/17 

4/2 

HONK 

4/28 

4/3 

MIKE PETERS 

(The Alarm) 

4/30 

4/8 

DSB 

5/5 

4/9 

CINDERELLA’S TOM 



KEIFER 

5/8 

4/10 

LINDI ORTEGA 

5/14 

4/15 

THE TUBES 

6/2 

4/16 

Y&T 

6/10 



ROD PIAZZA 
& The Mighty Flyers 
AUGIE MEYERS 
MICK ADAMS & THE 
STONES 
CRYSTAL 
BOWERSOX 
TOMMY EMMANUEL 
VENICE 

LEON RUSSELL 
JUSTIN HAYWARD 


ticketyeb 866.468.3399j 33157 Camino Capistrano \ San Juan Capistrano 
Like Us on facebook. com/coachhouseconcerthall \ follow us on Twitter @coach_house 
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BRIAN FEINZIMER 

Crave Krave 

Krave in Irvine has an unoriginal name but makes a masterpiece in its Korean fried chicken 

BY EDWIN GOEI 


it 


W here are we 

going?” my friend 
asked me as I 
drove. 

“Place is called Krave,” I replied. 

“Didn’t you already review that?” 

“No, that was Crave with a C in Santa 
Ana,” I said. “This is Krave with a K. It’s 
behind the Souplantation in Irvine.” 

Though he didn’t ask, I went on to 
explain that it’s also not to be confused 
with Krave Kobe Burger, which is in New¬ 
port. Or the Crave in Garden Grove, which 
serves boba milk tea. 

“The Krave we’re going to calls itself a 
‘contemporary Asian fusion’ restaurant, but 
it does a great fried chicken,” I continued. “I 
tried it last week.” 

“Oh, okay,” he said, trying to hide 
his ambivalence. 

When we sat down in the nearly empty 
dining room, he looked around and remarked 
how strangely plain the place was. I agreed. 
With the gray wall paint, a concrete floor, 
black chairs and bare light bulbs dangling 
from the ceiling, the restaurant could double 
as an interrogation room if you took out the 
flat-screen TVs and added a two-way mirror. 

The chicken I ordered arrived quickly. 
But upon seeing the glassy sheen on the 
drumsticks and wing pieces, my friend 
was unconvinced. 

“It looks greasy,” he said. 

“No, that’s the sauce they brush on top,” I 
told him. “Try it!” 

He picked up a drumstick gingerly, then 
bit into it. That was when his eyes got as 
wide as saucers. “Oh, wow!” he exclaimed. 
“See! Isn’t it great?” I said triumphantly. 
We spent the evening devouring the 


order while discussing how we’ve had 
many Korean-style fried chickens in the 
past—at BBQ Chicken, Love Letter, Crazy 
Chi-Mac in Buena Park—but none has 
been like this. The difference, we decided, 
must be the technique. The chicken skin 
wasn’t just fully rendered of its fat by 
the double-fry method, the hallmark of 
all Korean-style fried chickens; it was 
detached with an air gap in between 
meat and skin, forming a hollow, crunchy, 
candy shell you could rap with a spoon. 

We couldn’t decide whether it was like 
Peking duck, a creme brulee or a combina¬ 
tion of the two. But we agreed everything 
about it was perfect—this was a new level 
of achievement in the art of Korean fried 
chicken. If Kyochon and BonChon brought 
on the culinary trend’s renaissance, this mas¬ 
terpiece was its Sistine Chapel. 

But with all masterpieces, it took time. 

An order of chicken at Krave can take up to 
20 minutes to prepare. And unlike at other 
Korean fried-chicken shops, the chicken 
here did not automatically come with the 
obligatory daikon radish pickles for free. 
Saucing choices came in garlic soy, black 
peppercorn, Chinese chile and spicy, but 
since the flavor difference between them 
was slight, we forgot what we asked for and 
instead focused on how ethereally crunchy 
and greaseless the crust was despite having 
only the tiniest hint of a batter. 

If you want the fried chicken, there’s 
no option for white meat—only wings and 
drumsticks are offered. There was, however, 
the chicken katsu, a golden-brown, panko- 
crusted plank of flattened chicken breast 
sliced into strips zigzagged with a tangy sauce 
over rice. It was just as satisfyingly filling as 


the katsu at Aloha Hawaiian BBQ in Tustin, 
even if it didn’t come with a mac salad. 

The Contemporary Asian Fusion part 
of Krave came from items inspired by Roy 
Choi’s Kogi food truck. Some of them are 
so similar as to border on mimicry. I ate a 
“Kogi” quesadilla fat with Korean bulgogi 
and gooey of Monterey Jack, dipping it into 
a thimble of gochujang as though it were 
salsa. Also fusion-y was a massive half- 
pound burger piled with a kimchi-flavored 
slaw, leaf lettuce and melted cheese under 
a shiny brioche bun. Its sweet and sesame- 
oil-seasoned patty tasted as though it were 
imported from a Korean barbecue. 

The best time to eat the burger or the 
fried chicken, we realized, is during week¬ 
days at lunchtime, when Krave offers 
them for $8.99 with fries—a substantial 
discount. The sale price also applies to a 
honest-to-goodness bibimbap served in 
an honest-to-goodness heated stone bowl 
that scorches the rice to crispy shards. 

Also discounted at lunch is Krave’s 
second-best dish: the salmon avocado salad. 
It’s what would happen if you took the usual 
imitation crab filling of a California roll, com¬ 
bined it with Persian cucumbers and avo¬ 
cado, formed it in a ring mold, then placed a 
teriyaki-glazed grilled salmon on top with a 
shower of pea sprouts. Korean poke? Maybe, 
but the result is greater than the sum of its 
parts—the most original creation from a res¬ 
taurant with the most unoriginal name. 


KRAVE ASIAN FUSION RESTAURANT 

2819 Main St., Irvine, (949) 379-6075; 
cravekrave.wix.com. Open Sun.-Thurs., 11:30 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11:30 a.m.-IO p.m. Meal 
for two, $20-$30, food only. Beer, wine and soju 


HoleIiOTheWall 

» GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

Vietnamese 
Deli Fun! 


CHO TAM BIEN 

9906 Westminster Ave., Ste. B, 
Garden Grove, (714) 636-2222. 

L ast month, I went on a Little Saigon 
run with Dee Nguyen of Break of 
Dawn, perhaps the most underrated 
restaurant in OC not named Anepal- 
co's or Old Vine Cafe. We started at 
Cho Tam Bien on a Monday morning— 
me with three hours of sleep, Nguyen 
accompanied by his son and a college 
friend who flies down from the Bay 
Area every time Break of Dawn has 
a pop-up dinner. And Tam Bien was 
already slammed with elders getting 
their porridge, youngsters Instagram- 
ming every dish that came their way, 
and a line of people trying to figure 
out what they wanted for breakfast. 

"Not very busy right now," Nguyen 
cracked, telling us that the line some¬ 
times extends out the door. 

Here is one of Little Saigon's bet¬ 
ter delis, a place where you can sit 
and eat cheap or take any of the 
packaged, frozen or dried goods to 
go. There's even a deli case with 
whole pig's legs pointing up, ready for 
someone to take them home. Nguyen 
ordered light—we had three more 
places to eat at that morning. Out 
came the lemongrass sausage with 
a bowl of mam ruoc, the fermented 
shrimp paste that tastes like salty 
lightning and smells like sweat. We 
wrapped slices of the sausage with 
mint leaves, then dipped them in the 
mam ruoc—fresh, pungent, perfect. 
Even better was the goat curry, one 
of seven goat dishes available. Best 
of all was the duck chao—duck por¬ 
ridge with a big ol' cube of blood in the 
center, one of 12 porridges Tam Bien 
offers. Chao is the most unappreci¬ 
ated breakfast in OC—come on, Afters 
guys: Hipsterize it! 

"Better not be here for the next 
three weeks," Nguyen warned as we 
left for our next spot. "Tet is going to 
make this place crazy." With all due 
respect to the chingon chinito, that's 
when you wantto visit Cho Tam Bien. 
OC's never really had a deli culture 
like back East, and not only is this 
place it—it's better. 

GARELLANO@OCWEEKLY.COM 

O READ MORE ONLINE 
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EDWIN GOEI 

OC’s Best Non-Little Saigon Viet Restaurant 


Special Combo Noodle Soup at Pho Ba Co 


T ake advantage of the respite 
from El Nino and eat outside 
at Pho Ba Co in Irvine. Bring 
the dog; pets are allowed 
here. Skip the pho and opt for the special 
combo. It’s a noodle soup that employs 
crinkly, yellow egg noodles instead of 
pho’s usual white strands—think ramen 
noodles, but chewier, submerged in a 
light broth. Included in the bowl is a fried 
wonton-skin disc and a leaf of butter let¬ 
tuce. You could eat the wonton skin ASAP 
or dunk it even deeper into the bowl to let 
it soak in the soup—it tastes good either 
way. For protein, there's cha siu pork, but 
the best part of the dish is actually the 
meatballs. Textured with bits of chewy 



EatthisNow 


» EDWIN GOEI 

tendon in it, they taste homemade. 

Whatever you do, go before the rain 
starts again. Along with being one of 
the most consistent, well-managed and 
longest-running Vietnamese restaurants 
in the Land of Bren, it’s also the only Viet¬ 
namese restaurant I know of that gives 
you the option of slurping your noodles 
outside, with Fido by your side. 

PHO BA CO 

4250 Barranca Pkwy., Ste. K, Irvine, 
(949) 857-8808; www.phobaco.net. 


DrinkoftheWeek 

» ANNE MARIE PANORINGAN 

Pineapple Under the Sea at 
TAPS Fish House & Brewery 

T APS is beer, and award-winning beer is 
TAPS. So when did they start having cock¬ 
tail game? Probably around the time Andrew 
Aoun joined the esteemed food-and-beverage 
team to drop some knowledge and talent 
behind the bar. From liquid nitro-spiked table- 
side sips to a well-stocked arsenal of quality 
ingredients and housemade essentials, your 
drinking experience goes beyond beer when 
you enter the Irvine destination. 

But when a Pineapple Underthe Sea is 
dropped off, you don't exactly know what to 
make of it. That's because it starts off as an 
enclosed copper pineapple. 

THE DRINK 

Per Aoun, "I decided to stay true to tiki with 
a aggressive citrus profile and a spiced fin¬ 
ish—but have some fun with the thing. Taking 
a $100 piece of bar ware and garnishing it with 


a30-centpaper 
umbrella is what 
life's all about. The 
result is something 
that is visually ultra¬ 
chic yet laughably 
casual and ulti¬ 
mately tastes strong 
and delicious." 

Use both hands 
to pop the lid, then 
make it the base to 
your new tropical 
pimp cup. That's 
when the real party begins. Absolut Elyx vodka 
and Coruba Coconut Rum are your hosts; tasty 
Giffard Orgeat Syrup and St. Elizabeth Allspice 
Dram arrive as special guests. Lime juice and 
passionfruit come straight from the bar, while 
Peychaud's Bitters make for a finishing accent 
to this beach party. It's ridiculous and boozy and 
the star of your meal. The rest of the country 
can have El Nino; we've got a pineapple chalice. 


TAPS FISH HOUSE & BREWERY 

13390 Jamboree Rd., Irvine, (714) 619- 
0404; www.tapsfishhouse.com. 



HP1NGRY? 



YOUR HELPFUL MENU PLANNER. FOR THOSE MOMENTS 


WHEN THE HANGRY STRIKES. 

5IGN UP NiUJ Tl ERIN P1CCE55! 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 



DINNER TIL LATE 


PIKELONGBEACH.COM 

1836 E.4TH ST. (OFF CHERRY) LONG BEACH 

P ike Restaurant & Bar is a neighborhood 
meeting place for locals and out-of-towners alike, 
conveniently located on 4th St. Retro Row in Long 
Beach, CA. We serve a full menu ‘til midnight, 7 days 
a week and feature the best microbrews in the US. 
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learn about 

fuc CDP£H TOAST 



in our weekly feature 

ON THE LINE! 

at OCWEEKLY.COM 



FEBRUARY 27TH • HAM-2PM • NEWPORT DUNES 


o'Bhunrti bite&phouidM ty: 


320 Main 
Anepalco’s 

AVEO Table + Bar at the St. Regis Monarch Beach 

Back Bay Bistro 
Brio Tuscan Grille 
C4 Deli: The Cure for the Common 



Cafe Calacas 
Chomp Chomp Nation 
Clay Oven 
Crema Cafe 
CUCINA enoteca 
Euro Caffe 
Fig & Olive 
Great Maple 
Greenleaf Gourmet Chopshop 
Haven Gastropub 
James Republic 
Las Brisas 

WANT TO PARTICIPATE? 

Email marketing@ocweekly.com 


Memphis Cafe 
Old Vine Cafe 
OPM Restaurant & Lounge 
Outpost Kitchen 

Pandor Artisan Boulangerie & Cafe 

Piaggio On Wheels 

Plums Cafe 

Provisions Market 

Restauration 

SOCIAL Costa Mesa 

Taco Maria 

The Hub Kitchen & Taps 
The Trough Sandwich Kitchen 
Urban Seoul 

Ways & Means Oyster House 
Who Song and Larry’s 
Zov’s 

& more, all curated by OC Weekly! 



Benefiting the 

Ben Carlson Foundation 






GA : $35 VIP: $55 

*Pricing increases 10am on event day 
if tickets are not sold out. 

VIP TICKETS INCLUDE: 

Expedited Entry, Private Restrooms, Swag 
Bag, and VIP Dessert Lounge featuring 
Gelato Paradiso, Pies by Domonic, Suger 
Spin and Le Grand Courtage champagne! 

OCWEEKLY.COM/FRESHTOAST 



Unlimited Brunch Bites • Bloody Mary Competition 
Beer, Wine and Liquor Samples • Live Music • Pop-up Shops 
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UNIVERSAL-PICTURES 

Rome Burns 

The Coens’ Hollywood farce Hail, Caesar! flames out 

BY MELISSA ANDERSON 


A kick for those who’ve distract¬ 
edly thumbed through Ken¬ 
neth Anger’s Hollywood Baby¬ 
lon, Joel and Ethan Coen’s 
bustling comedy Hail, Caesar! looks back 
to the waning days of moviedom’s golden 
age—specifically 1951, when big-studio 
fixers were still tidying up the messes left 
by the talent (scrubbing now done by pub¬ 
licists and lawyers). As we’d expect, the 
Coens’ remembrance of this bygone era 
is mordant, though not as pleasingly sala¬ 
cious as Anger’s enduring compendium 
of Tinseltown scandal. But the brothers’ 
latest also has a certain buoyancy, a qual¬ 
ity rarely associated with their films, 
especially the bleak Barton Fink (1991), 
their first treatment of studio-system Hol¬ 
lywood and its pathologies. The fizziness, 
though, proves fleeting, and Hail, Caesar! 
too often goes flat. 

The central character, Eddie Mannix 
(Josh Brolin), is named after the outsize, 
real-life MGM executive who was tasked 
with keeping the stars of that blue-chip 
studio out of the gossip magazines. (He 
remained employed there until his death 
in 1963.) The Coens’ Mannix has the 
official title Head of Physical Produc¬ 
tion at the fictional Capitol Pictures—the 
same outfit that employs the blocked 
writer in Barton Fink. But he shares the 
actual one’s religious faith: The frequency 
of Mannix’s visits to the confessional 
becomes one of the film’s running jokes. 
The sins he admits to—sneaking a couple 


of cigarettes, striking a movie star in 
anger—suggest just how far removed from 
the historical record Brolin’s character 
really is. The real Mannix was suspected 
of, among other grave charges, plotting 
to murder actor George Reeves, a sordid 
tale recounted in 2006’s dim-witted Hol- 
lywoodland, featuring Bob Hoskins as the 
legendary clean-up man. 

In Hail, Caesar!, Mannix emerges from 
church hours before sunrise, cleansing his 
soul before his first workday appointment, 
a 5 a.m. visit to the bungalow of a rising 
starlet posing for a sweaty photographer; 
he arrives just minutes before the cops 
do, called out to investigate a “possible 
French-post-card situation.” It’s a great 
line, one that shows off the filmmakers’ 
ear for era- and milieu-specific language— 
a consistent pleasure in their movies, even 
for a Coen agnostic. (Precision also marks 
the work of two regular Coen collabora¬ 
tors here: cinematographer Roger Deak- 
ins and costume designer Mary Zophres.) 

On the Capitol lot, Mannix watches 
rushes of Hail, Caesar! A Tale of the Christ, 
a bloated biblical epic starring the stu¬ 
dio’s top box-office draw, Baird Whitlock 
(George Clooney), a nitwit who is roofied 
on set by a pair of toga-clad extras working 
on behalf of a Communist cell. The movie 
idol is held for ransom at a Malibu lair, 
where a cabal of tweedy Red screenwriters 
offer him finger sandwiches and quickly 
convince him of the nobility of their cause 
(“Of course I’m for the little guy!”). 


Baird’s easy indoctrination—and Man¬ 
nix’s efforts to secure the $100,000 for 
the actor’s release—provides the main 
storyline into which the Coens braid mul¬ 
tiple subplots, some more successful than 
others. These ancillary scenarios revolve 
around other Capitol titles in production, 
many rapidly heading toward disaster. 
Knocked-up and unwed, aqua-musical 
star DeeAnna Moran (Scarlett Johansson) 
is having trouble fitting into her mermaid 
costume, her predicament made fun¬ 
nier by Johansson’s sharp tough-broad 
interpretation. “Pretty boys—saps and 
swishes,” DeeAnna snaps at Mannix, dis¬ 
missing the previous suitors and husbands 
he’s quickly had to find for her; Johansson 
delivers her lines with impeccable Brook- 
lyn-transplant hauteur. 

That verve is missing in too many other 
scenes, namely one that features singing 
cowboy Hobie Doyle (Alden Ehrenreich) 
massacring his opening line in a drawing¬ 
room comedy helmed by the effete Lau¬ 
rence Laurentz (Ralph Fiennes). Repeated 
three times too many, the wan gag also 
highlights a rare instance of the otherwise 
period-detail-obsessive directors being 
sloppy with their time frame: The film 
that Laurentz is directing, Merrily We 
Dance, is emblematic of a genre that had 
its greatest popularity in the 1930s, not the 
early ’50s. Just as tiresome is Mannix’s 
meeting with a quartet of religious lead¬ 
ers who have been asked to endorse Hail, 
Caesar! and thus guarantee its triumph 


at the box office; the setup ensures the 
inevitable appearance of the filmmakers’ 
favorite cliche, the tetchy Jew. 

But something I’d never expected to 
see in a Coen brothers movie—a song- 
and-dance number—is here staged with 
tremendous brio and cheeky wit. In a 
clear reference to On the Town, MGM’s 
soaring 1949 musical, a group of tap- 
dancing seamen in snug-fitting Navy 
whites start to croon “No Dames” led by 
Burt Gurney (Channing Tatum, perfectly 
cast), Capitol’s most athletic hoofer. The 
tune, which starts out as a paean to the 
opposite sex, ends up with the danc¬ 
ers in the kinds of homoerotic positions 
that Tom of Finland would immortalize 
about a decade later. This affectionate 
sendup is one of a few instances when 
the Coens’ film foregrounds Hollywood’s 
lavender shadow history, also evinced as 
Baird regales one of his Marx-reading, 
pipe-smoking captors with a shaggy-dog 
story about shaving Danny Kaye’s back. 
Like the best moments of Hail, Caesar!, 
these scenes nimbly expose the dream 
machine’s hypocrisies, while the worst 
rely on humor already stale by the time of 
the first House Un-American Activities 
Committee hearing. 

HAIL , CAESAR! 
was written and directed by Joel and Ethan 
Coen; and stars Josh Brolin, George Clooney, 
Alden Ehrenreich, Ralph Fiennes, Jonah Hill, 
Frances McDormand, Scarlett Johansson, 
Tilda Swinton and Channing Tatum. 
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OPENING 

HAIL, CAESAR! See "Rome Burns," 
page 24. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE AND 
ZOMBIES You're probably right if you 
think you might get a couple of laughs 
out of a movie titled Pride and Prejudice 
and Zombies. You're also right if you've 
guessed that this gung-ho but cruddy- 
looking mashup fails from A to Z: It's 
neither good Austen nor good zombie 
flick. But in those moments when it's bad 
at both at once it can be as delirious 
and delicious as the opening line of the 
lit-prank paperback it's based on: "It is 
a truth universally acknowledged that a 
zombie in possession of brains must be 
in want of more brains." If you like that, 
you might relish seeing warrior-daughter 
Elizabeth Bennet (Lily James) underscore 
a point of argument by popping the 
buttons off Mr. Darcy's waistcoat with 
a weaponized letter opener. You might 
cheer when Darcy (Sam Riley), now a 
colonel in the war against the living dead, 
works a feat of corresponding dexterity 
upon Elizabeth's bodice—with a fireplace 
poker. Elizabeth and Darcy spat and 
spar, dance and declaim, reeling through 
epigrammatic Austen dialogue with 
diction-class poise. It's not just cheek 
that gets this over. The scene has heat, 
danger, charm and words it's actually 
worth these actors' time to speak. Call it 
parody, pastiche, remix, whatever—for 
some 30 minutes of its running time, Pride 
and Prejudice and Zombies transcend its 
premise to become something fresh and 
full-blooded. Too bad it wants for more of 
such inspiration. Other than the gowns 
and the cast, there's little here to look 
at. Too much of the film is a drab drag, 
and once it leaves Austen behind for the 
usual good guy/bad guy sword fights, it 
sinks into just another pointlessly violent 
waste of everyone's time, a no-joke slog 
that doesn't make zombies better—it 
makes Austen worse. (PG-13) Alan 
Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

ONGOING 

THE BOY There are worse ways for a televi¬ 
sion star to transition into film than a horror 
movie. There are also better movies to do 
it in than The Boy. Still, Lauren Cohan of 
The Walking Dead shines bright in William 
Brent Bell's dim genre exercise, a vital 
presence opposite a lifeless co-star. She 
plays an American nanny who, upon arriv¬ 
ing at her new employers' rural English 
abode, learns that her eight-year-old 
charge is actually a life-sized doll. The 
real Brahms, we're told, died under cloudy 
circumstances some 20 years earlier, and 
this porcelain facsimile has taken on the 
role of a physical and emotional stand-in 
for the elderly parents—like many (if not 
most) horror films, The Boy is a case study 
in how not to deal with grief. In these early 
scenes Cohan seems poised to elevate this 
silly premise, showing an unusual talent for 
small talk and other casual interactions that 
ground the fanciful story. More than most 
would-be scream queens, Greta comes 
across as an actual human being, making 
it impossible for audiences to write her 
off as cannon fodder. But there's only so 
much she can do once the movie around 
her devolves into the usual barrage of jump 
scares, but Cohan maintains her com¬ 
posure even as Greta loses hers. On the 
strength of that performance, The Boy often 
feels more credible than it has any right to; 


n 

O 


in merely keeping a straight face and not 
betraying how patently ridiculous this all is, 
Cohan makes us hold our breath along with 
her during the small build-up scares. (PG- 
13) Michael Nordine. Countywide. 

DIRTY GRANDPA Call it a dissenting 
opinion if you must, but Dirty Grandpa has 
sporadic moments of hilarity: the spontane¬ 
ous "USA! USA!" chant that erupts after 
an out-of-his-mind Zac Efron announces to 
spring breakers that he's just unknowingly 
smoked crack, or Aubrey Plaza command¬ 
ing as foreplay that Robert De Niro, as the 
grandfather of the title, "Tell me the buttons 
on your remote control are so small you 
can't find Fox News." Efron's Jason doesn't 
want to be at a kegger with his semi- 
estranged pop-pop, but unless you actively 
resist Dirty Grandpa, you may occasionally 
join him in having a good time against your 
better judgment. The setup doesn't inspire 
much confidence. In the week between his 
wife's funeral and his grandson's ill-advised 
nuptials, Dick (De Niro) hatches a plan: 

He demands that the groom-to-be drive 
him from their home in Atlanta to Daytona 
Beach so they can experience the carnal 
pleasures of spring break together. All of 
this invites comparisons to both Sideways 
(last-hurrah-before-a-wedding road trip) 
and Bad Grandpa (intergenerational male 
bonding), most of them unfavorable. A 
one-trick pony for its entire first act, Dan 
Mazer's raunchy comedy relies entirely on 
the tension between motormouth vulgar¬ 
ity (De Niro) and straight-laced propriety 
(Efron). The stunt-casting hijinks know no 
bounds, with Jason repeatedly alluding to 
his expertise in SEC compliance and LLC 
agreements (a bit that somehow gets fun¬ 
nier each time) while Dick performs a kara¬ 
oke rendition of Ice Cube's "It Was a Good 
Day" to impress the college student he's 
hellbent on sleeping with (Plaza). Though 
many of these self-consciously crude jokes 
don't land, those that do are the life of the 
party. Late-era De Niro forever, /all. (R) 
Michael Nordine. Countywide. 

THE FINEST HOURS Here's an odd thing 
to say of a lavishly expensive 3D IMAX 
maritime disaster flick that hits theaters just 
a month after the last one: They don't make 
them like this anymore. There's a reason 
for that, of course—the parents and grand¬ 
parents who like 'em stolid and corny don't 
flood the theaters opening weekend. But 
they'll be in luck when The Finest Hours 
pops up on TBS. As if hopped up on its own 
heroes' last-century can-do zeal, Craig 
Gillespie's earnest, square-jawed period 
piece gets its familiar rescue-drama done. 
No obstacle will stop Gillespie's crowd 
pleasing: our weariness, just weeks after In 
the Heart of the Sea, of the undulations of 
CGI tidal waves? The Finest Hours makes 
them a highlight in a lurching, dizzying set 
piece that in suspense and imaginative 
brio bests last year's superhero flicks. Our 
American Sniper-era skepticism of simple 
stories in which our armed forces face 
down the impossible and straight-up tri¬ 
umph? The Finest Hours has the chutzpah 
to sell us Chris Pine as the runt of the 1952 
Coast Guard and then have him go against 
regulations and the orders of a know- 
nothing bureaucrat (Eric Bana!) to save 32 
men from a shattered oil tanker. Even the 
title rebukes Michael Bay's America-loses 
flop 13 Hours. Gillespie wins out over a 
script larded with story beats so old they 
got parodied in the original Airplane! Just 
as Pine's Bernie Webber grits his teeth 
and pilots his 36-foot Coast Guard boat 
into seas that rise up like angry gods, 
Gillespie steers head on into cliches. Stick 


with him, and you'll be rewarded with taut 
sequences of desperate decision-making. 
(PG-13) Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

THE HATEFUL EIGHT Here's to Quentin 
Tarantino's cussed perversity. The Hateful 
Eight, his intimate suspenseful western 
splatter-horror comedy, has been shot at 
great expense in the long-gone 70 mm 
format, but the movie itself is set almost 
entirely in cramped interiors. He's hired 
Ennio Morricone to score the thing, 
but don't expect rousing new western 
themes—the music is tense and loop¬ 
ing. And the first time a white character 
has a chance to speak that slur that is to 
Tarantino movies what "breakin' my balls" 
is to Scorsese's, that white guy—a walrus- 
mustachioed bounty hunter embodied by 
Kurt Russell - politely opts for "black fella" 
instead. Tarantino seems determined to 
upend your every expectation. Here's an 
octet of gun-toting bastards sitting out a 
blizzard and striving for politeness despite 
detesting each other on grounds of race, 
region and politics. It's as honest a movie 
as there's ever been about America dur¬ 
ing the holidays. But don't think Tarantino 
is changing on us. Soon everyone is 
expectorating "nigger" at each other, and 
after reels of diverting 1870s tough-guy 
dialogue comedy, with bounty hunters 
of uncertain allegiance holed up in a 
Wyoming frontier way station, the movie 
twists into nastiness beyond anything you 
might anticipate. There are new elements: 
Samuel L. Jackson aces some Miss Marple 
sleuth work, and there's a moving ballad 
sung by Jennifer Jason Leigh. (To say more 
about her haunting, demented turn would 
spoil Tarantino's plotting.) But the writer/ 
director's hallmarks abound. Here again 
are chatty killers and the pretzeled-history 
pleasure of seeing minorities kaboom the 
brains of their oppressors all over beauti¬ 
fully appointed period film sets. And for all 
its shock-talk, The Hateful Eight airs painful 
truths about race in America. (R) Alan 
Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

JOY In most of his eight films, choreographer 
of chaos and screwball scion David 0. 
Russell has assembled boisterous, buoy¬ 
ant casts. His manic ensemble players, 
like those in Silver Linings Playbook and 
American Hustle, carom off one another, 
their high-pitched energy keeping the mov¬ 
ies bustling and busy. Plenty of characters 
still crowd the frame and clamorously vie 
for our attention in Joy, Russell's latest, 
loosely based on the life of Joy Mangano, 
the now 59-year-old inventor of the Miracle 
Mop. But the director seems to be try¬ 
ing to emulate what used to called the 
"woman's picture," a genre exemplified 
by Mildred Pierce (1945), another tale of 
a female entrepreneur. Russell has built 
the film around his regular troupe member 
Jennifer Lawrence—who is burdened by 
the banalities littering Jo/s script. Many of 
the movie's platitudes revolve around fam¬ 
ily: Joy, which follows its Long Island-born 
heroine from her early 20s to roughly her 
mid-40s, devotes much of its running time 
to illustrating the shopworn idea that our 
closest kin can be our stealthiest sabo¬ 
teurs. Joy still lives in her childhood home, 
a two-story structure crowded with three 
generations, including her beloved grand¬ 
mother (Diane Ladd, who also narrates) 
and her own two tiny kids. "I don't want 
to end up like my family," Joy laments, her 
declaration echoing the theme explored 
in The Fighter and Silver Linings Playbook 
(if not the words of probably every person 
who's ever sat in a therapist's office). Those 
earlier films elevated—or at least enliv¬ 


ened—that truism via the outrageousness 
of many of the players. But the disorder 
found in Joy is a reflection only of odd tonal 
shifts in the film itself. (PG-13) Melissa 
Anderson. Countywide. 

KUNG FU PANDA 3 There's essentially 
one joke in the Kung-Fu Panda movies. 

A ridiculous, adorable creature executes 
some extravagant action-flick flourish— 
vaulting over roofs, dropping a bad guy, 
striking a poster-perfect superhero pose. 
Then the battle music fades and that ador¬ 
able creature breaks badass character 
to remind us it's totally relatable, even 
human: It wheezes to catch its breath, it 
shouts "Awesome!" in disbelief at its own 
stunt choreography, it asks with gentle 
awkwardness whether all this kung-foolery 
is maybe a little much. That's a sturdy 
gag, endearing and adaptable: Adorable 
Creature Oscar Isaac works a variation 
on it some ten minutes into The Force 
Awakens, tipping us off to the welcome 
fact that even for Star Wars people it's pre¬ 
sumptuous to don a cape and death-mask. 
But Kung-Fu Panda 3, while generous in 
cuteness and sunset-backdrop beauty, 
stands as an unnecessary reminder that 
even the best gag probably shouldn't 
power three full films, even afternoon- 
killers for the kiddos. Almost every moment 
of martial-arts action is undercut by some 
spin on that single joke, and then every 
joke or moment of feeling is quickly dashed 
aside for another keep-us-dazzled moment 
of martial-arts action. The movie undercuts 
its own undercutting. And as with Shrek, 
Kung-Fu Panda 3 is cause to wonder: 
What's it mean when kids' first exposure to 
hero's-journey story beats comes from self- 
aware meta-adventures whose creators 
feel obliged to let us know that they know 
those beats are tired and dumb? I don't 
quail for the children, but here's hoping 
that when they act out movie-like stories 
with their action figures they can do so ear¬ 
nestly, and not offer jokey half-assed apolo¬ 
gies for being invested in something deriva¬ 
tive. (PG) Alan Scherstuhl. Countywide. 

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS 
With six films already in the series, and 
four since any of the good ones, J.J. 
Abrams and co-writers Lawrence Kasdan 
and Michael Arndt had to make The 
Force Awakens a crowd-pleasing hit. To 
ensure it, they've copied the arc of the 
original Star Wars. Once again, we open 
in medias res with a scroll of text, a pan 
down to the stars, and a beauty shot of a 
giant destroyer. And once again, we have 
the Dark Side hunting a droid carrying 
a hidden message, the orphaned desert 
scavenger who blunders into protecting 
it, and that same old smuggler and his 
bipedal dog who inadvertently sign on 
as escorts, even though Harrison Ford 
can barely be bothered to look nervous 


in a firefight. Abrams has also added 
two fantastic characters, played by 
two 23-year-old actors who are clearly 
thrilled to be aboard. First is the athletic, 
resourceful Rey (Daisy Ridley, already a 
movie star in her very first film). Just as 
charismatic is John Boyega as Finn, a for¬ 
mer stormtrooper fobbing himself off as 
a resistance fighter. Seven films into the 
saga, this is the only time we're allowed 
to empathize with a grunt. The emotion 
doesn't last long. Soon, we're rooting for 
Finn and his new friends to pew-pew-die 
his former colleagues. Our heroes are 
pursued by yet another black-helmeted 
villain (Adam Driver). Can the Rebels—er, 
now they're called the Resistance—save 
the day in what literally plays like just one 
long day zipped through at light-speed 
without bathroom breaks? If not, look out, 
universe! Everything is the same, only 
bigger. Still, its rusticity is welcome after 
those overly shiny prequels. (PG-13) Amy 
Nicholson. Countywide. 

13 HOURS: THE SECRET SOLDIERS 
OF BENGHAZI Benghazi is a hashtag 
battle cry, a call to arms that many 
Americans don't understand. Unlike the 
simplicity of "Remember the Alamo!" a 
bleat of "Benghazi!" still has people won¬ 
dering, "Wait, what happened? And why 
are we mad?" Michael Bay's 13 Hours: 

The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi has an 
explanation, though it should be taken 
with a grain of salt—or rather, a kilogram 
of dynamite. Bay takes Mitchell Zuckoff's 
nonfiction book of the same name and 
amps up the action with explosions, star 
filters and neon-blue lights that zip across 
our heroes' heads as they tromp down the 
alleyways of Libya's second-biggest city 
on a night that will cost four Americans 
their lives. When a man plops his boots 
on a desk, it sounds like a gun going off. 
When a gun actually fires, it sounds like 
a thunderbolt from Zeus. It's the truth 
cranked up to 11, boosted with brand 
newfirefights (in real life, The Guardian 
found few bullet holes at the site of either 
skirmish) and a wholly fictitious bus blast 
that had my audience applauding with 
glee. "That was for us!" a character grins. 
Yes, literally—it was invented for a crowd 
that prefers fist-pumping to facts. In an 
early scene, Bay primes our engines with 
an octane-fueled car chase where two 
former Navy SEALs, Rone (James Badge 
Dale) and Jack (John Krasinski), escape 
a suspicious van by smashing into fruit 
stands at full speed. By contrast, Zuckoff, 
a sentimental but terse Pulitzer Prize final¬ 
ist for his work at the Boston Globe in the 
late '90s, merely notes, "Eventually Rone 
lost the tail and returned them safely to 
the annex." You can hear Bay groaning, 
"Boring. Those cars don't even talk!" (R) 
Amy Nicholson. Countywide. 



PG-13 


BAFTA AWARD 
GOLDEN GLOBE® AWARD 

-NOMINEE- 

BEST ACTRESS Maggie Smith 


"ACTING LEGEND MAGGIE SMITH’S 
TOUR DE FORCE.” 

-Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 

ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER 

MAGGIE SMITH ALEX JENNINGS 

THE LADYt&VAN 

tcnnmv directed by NICHOLAS HYTNER 

screenplay by ALAN BENNETT from his memoir 


NOW PLAYING 

IRVINE 

Edwards Westpark 8 
(844) 462-7342 #144 


STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

HUNTINGTON BEACH LAGUNA NIGUEL ORANGE 

Cinemark Century Huntington Regency Directors Cut Cinema Century Stadium 25 & XD 
Beach &XD (800) CINEMARK at Rancho Niguel (949) 831-0446 (800) CINEMARK 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THELADYINTHEVAN.COM 
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CUttUlfO»art stage style 

A Fine Red 


Our theater and art critics take on South Coast Rep’s staging of the life of Mark Rothko 

BY JOEL BEERS 



DEBORA ROBINSON/SCR 


J ohn Logan’s play Red, set in 1958, 
is about abstract expression¬ 
ist painter Mark Rothko and a 
younger painter hired by Rothko 
to be his shop assistant shortly after 
Rothko gains a major commission to paint 
murals for the ritzy Four Seasons restau¬ 
rant in Manhattan’s Seagram Building. 

It won the 2010 Best Play Tony Award, 
so it’s a big deal. And though it’s been 
produced in Southern California several 
times, South Coast Repertory’s current 
production makes it a big deal for the 
only two people in Orange County who 
get paid to write about theater and art: 
Weekly art critic Dave Barton and theater 
critic Joel Beers. (Okay, maybe other 
people get to write about it, but they don’t 
write for OC Weekly. So suck it.) 

Take it away, gents! 

OC WEEKLY; Thumb’s up, or thumb’s down? 
DAVE BARTON: Thumbs up. While I 
think the LA production a few years back 
with Alfred Molina and Jonathan Groff 
was better overall, in performance and 
direction, the play’s ideas—about art, 
understanding your history, passion vs. 
commerce, selling out, burying our artistic 
fathers—are important and pretty difficult 
to fuck up. 

JOEL BEERS: Up. Logan’s script is smart 
and deep and funny, and this David 
Emmes-directed production features a 
couple of killer actors: Mark Harelik and 
Paul David Story. It’s way overwritten— 
NO ONE would ever talk like this—and 
while it’s less a character study than a 
deeply philosophical meditation on every¬ 
thing from mortality to creative expres¬ 
sion, it’s still an oddly moving piece. 


How did the play reflect or support your 
pre-existing knowledge about Rothko? 
BARTON: The play certainly nails his aes¬ 
thetic, his precision, his obsession with low 
light, his pontification and morbidity to an 
extent that’s consistent with what I knew 
about him, so the character is recogniz¬ 
able to me. Where the play takes dramatic 
license that I don’t buy is its suggestion 
that his final action [on the commission] 
was influenced by an assistant. Ken really 
only exists to be a sounding board/punch¬ 
ing bag for the Rothko character through¬ 
out the majority of the play. When he ends 
up having a profound effect on the artist 
at play’s end, it feels written, not real; the 
assistant is a fiction and just exacerbates 
my feeling that the part is underwritten. 
BEERS: No idea. Had none. I mean, I knew 
the name Rothko. But I couldn’t have 
picked out a painting of his in an abstract- 
expressionist police lineup. But it certainly 
compelled me to want to learn more. 

The ending is interesting. For the second 
time in the play, the word red, which is also 
the title of the play, is spoken by Rothko’s 
assistant after being prompted by Rothko. 
But Rothko’s reaction is much different. 
What did you think? 

BARTON: I think it hearkens back to the 
opening conversation in the play, in which 
Rothko asks Ken what he sees as he stares 
at one of Rothko’s paintings. Ken is ill- 
equipped to answer with the detail that 
Rothko demands and gets dressed down 
for his naivete. When the question is 
asked again at the end, Ken gives the same 
answer more defiantly. The final moment 
is an interesting interpretation—the son 
figuratively killing the father. I think 
Emmes misses the moment here, giving 


the play a more hostile ending than it’s 
asking for. 

BEERS: Hmm. I thought for the first time 
that the apprentice, the son, had earned 
the respect of the master, the father. 

And rather than perceive it as defiant, I 
thought it an interesting meeting of the 
minds between someone such as Rothko, 
who felt so strongly that every artistic 
gesture must Mean Something, and Ken, 
who voiced no problem with art that just 
existed for art’s sake, even if that art was 
inspired or saturated in a pop-culture sen¬ 
sibility. I saw more of a connection, rather 
than a break 

Would you recommend this to people who 
know a lot about modern art, or those who 
don’t? Or both? Or neither? 

BARTON: It’s a 90-minute debate about 
the things I mentioned above, so if none of 
those hold any interest for a person, I can’t 
imagine the play would be very interest¬ 
ing. It requires some understanding of the 
artists the two characters talk about to get 
most of the lines. If an audience just stares 
blankly at it... is that because the play is 
too academic, or because people simply 
haven’t had a very good arts education? I’d 
tend toward the latter. 

BEERS: Dunno. I don’t know shit about 
modern art. But I liked it. I think if people 
like stuff that grapples with Really Big and 
Important Ideas, they’ll like it regardless 
if they know the difference between a de 
Kooning and Rothko. And if they know 
the difference? All the better. 

RED 

at South Coast Repertory, 655 Town Center 
Dr., Costa Mesa, (714) 708-5555; www.scr. 
org. Tues.-Wed., 7:30 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 8 
p.m.; Sun., 2:30 & 7:30 p.m. Through Feb. 21. 


TrendZilla 

» AIMEE MURILLO 

Get MADE 

I n just more than a year, MADE in 
Long Beach has become a haven for 
the city's independent artisan commu¬ 
nity. The expansive storefront on Pine 
Avenue promotes the local economy 
and inspires good ol' LBC pride with its 
eclectic array of sellers and brands that 
produce everything from avocado oil to 
greeting cards to pet accessories. 

There's the de facto set of booster 
goods including shirts, beanies and hats 
repping the city by Port of Long Beach 
and Stay Anchored Long Beach; hand¬ 
crafted jewelry by Common Creative, 
Ninotchka Goods, Dancing Beads and 
Adriane Errera; and ceramics by Anna 
Shoendorferand Karen Punches. Plus, 
there are quick shoutouts to organic, fair¬ 
trade teas by Wide Eyes Open Palms; cof¬ 
fee roasters Good Hood and Black Ring 
Coffee; and books by Long Beach authors 
Philip C. Barragan II, Olga Toprover and 
Jennifer Jordan. Don't forget the soaps! 

You'll also find more inventive items 
such as Reclamation Department's 
knapsacks made from repurposed military 
bags that you can sport on your shoulder, 
hip or bicycle; mustache wax (seriously!) 
and shave and beard oil from Davy Jones; 
as well as beautiful reclaimed-wood oil 
lamps by John Majkut. For the audiophiles, 
Porch Party Records has its own section 
of vinyl albums. There are even comics 
such as Steve Maclsaac's renowned 
Shirtlifter, which explores gay culture, 
sexuality and identity within its panels. 

As if MADE couldn't get any cooler, it cel¬ 
ebrates Long Beach-based artists by show¬ 
casing photography and paintings of the city 
all over its walls; if you wander to the very 
back, you'll find art from its latest exhibition. 
MADE also holds studio space for artists to 
produce their work. Check the website for 
special events, including craft fairs, poetry 
readings and art showings. Can't OC just 
annex Long Beach from LA already? 


MADE IN LONG BEACH 

240 Pine Ave., Long Beach, (877) 752- 
1550; www.madelb.com. 



AIMEE MURILLO 
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JOSH CHESLER 

Shop Groupie 
Done Good 


Dustin Yip of Skanvas Tattoo 


T he owner of Skanvas Tattoo 
first learned his craft from no 
one but himself, making the 
same mistakes again and again. 
“My friend bought me a tattoo kit off 
eBay, and he was my guinea pig because 
he didn’t want to pay shop prices, and I 
was always the artistic kid growing up,” 
Dustin Yip says. “The kit came in a bunch 
of pieces, so my friend and I were just 
sitting there like dumbasses in my garage, 
trying to put it together.” 

Once Yip and his friend got the 
machine running, the young artist began 
to knock out a handful of sketchy tattoos, 
inking his friends from time to time in 
exchange for food or a little extra cash. 

A year or so later, the then-21-year-old 
was studying graphic design at the Art 
Institute when he got a bad tattoo. “So 
my buddy said, ‘Why don’t you check 
out this other shop, Lowrider Tattoo?”’ 
Yip recalls. “I checked it out, and I fell in 
love with the realism that they did. I kind 
of became a shop groupie and just kept 
bugging them and asking them if they’d 
take apprenticeships.” 

At that time in 2008, Jose Lopez’s 
Lowrider Tattoo Studios in Fountain Val¬ 
ley already had four apprentices. Though 
Lopez wasn’t eager to take on any more, 
he allowed Yip to create fliers for the 
shop and take care of all the regular “shop 
bitch” duties, such as sweeping floors and 
taking lunch orders. Though Yip was not 



Under 
Their Skin 


» JOSH CHESLER 

technically an apprentice, Lopez looked 
at his work and asked to watch him do a 
few tattoos in the shop. In 2009, Yip was 
transferred to the Lowrider location in 
Orange as a full-blown artist. 

Now, Yip does his black-and-gray work 
in his own shop in Artesia. While he may 
not be as well-known as Lopez or Steve 
Soto, Yip doesn’t consider the polished 
veterans his main competition—that 
would be the skilled youngsters. 

“You have to take this shit seriously 
because, right now, there are so many 
kids out there who are tattooing with a 
year or two [of] experience, and they’re 
blowing guys out of the competition,” 

Yip says. “Especially in California, the 
black-and-gray is really strong. It’s kind 
of sink or swim, and if you can’t keep up, 
you might as well quit. I look at it like 
this is our sport, and we’re athletes in this 
industry. If you don’t work hard enough, 
someone out there will.” 


SKANVAS TATTOO 
18171 Pioneer Blvd., Artesia, 
(562) 865-0302; skanvastattoo.com. 
Follow Yip on Instagram: @dustinyip. 
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FEB 24,25 826-KID CUDI 

FEB 25 - ANTI-FLAG / LEFTOVER CRACK 

FEB 26 - STATE CHAMPS & NECK DEEP 

FEB 26- PASSAF1RE CONSTELLATION ROOM 

FEB 27 — GOLDLINK & SANGO 

FEB 28-THE DRUMS 

FEB 29-TYGA 

MAR 01-THE DRUMS 

MAR 01-ARMY OF BONES 
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IWlSiC »artists sounds shows 


IF YOU WISH YOU'D WORN 
MORE COMFORTABLE SHOES 
TONIGHT, RAISE YOUR HANDS 



PHOTO BY DUSTIN AMES 

Waiting Till Midnight 

A field guide to appropriate set times 

BY JOSH CHESLER 


I t’s 10:55 on a Wednesday night 

inside your favorite venue, and the 
stage is void of the artist you paid 
money to see. Maybe there’s a D J 
spinning tunes, or perhaps there’s an 
opening band playing songs you’ll never 
hear again. Either way, there’s still some 
time left before the headliner goes on, 
and 11 p.m. is right around the corner. 

The general feeling of this scene typically 
goes one of two ways: Either the crowd 
is excited to see a possibly legendary per¬ 
formance from a favorite act, or everyone 
is dreading how late they’ll get home 
because they still have to wake up for 
work the next morning. 

There are a handful of factors that go 
into picking the appropriate time for an 
act’s set to start. Here’s how it should be 
done—give or take 15-ish minutes. 

7 p.m. This is the earliest a performer 
should be onstage for a real concert. The 
lone exception is maybe the first act of an 
early show, but even then, it makes more 
sense to only have a couple of artists on 
the bill, rather than start the concert so 
early that no one shows up for the open¬ 
ers. It’s also a nice time for doors to open 
at most venues. 

7:40 p.m. Either the second artist should 
perform (after the 7 p.m. one), or it’s 
time for the first act to come on (after the 


doors opened at 7 p.m.). It shouldn’t be 
a co-headliner or anything, but the third 
act on a four-artist bill fits well here. On 
a bill with a bunch of local rappers doing 
10-minute sets ahead of the main act, 
this and the next few times are obviously 
thrown out. 

8 p.m. On a weeknight, there’s no shame 
in an aging band (probably of the rock 
variety, particularly from the 1990s) start¬ 
ing their set this early. It gets everyone 
home at a respectable hour, and when the 
bulk of your fans are in their 30s and 40s, 
it means everyone can put the kids to bed 
and get plenty of rest before work the next 
day. It’s for those whose fans care more 
about convenience than being cool. The 
key is just to make sure you tell people the 
headliner will be on that early—otherwise, 
they might miss them. 

8:30 p.m. Whatever act follows the 7:40 
p.m. performers should take the stage 
around now. Whether it’s the second or 
third (or eighth) artist of the night, this is 
probably the latest a relatively unknown 
act should go on during the week. If this 
is a legitimately co-headlining bill, it’s 
a good idea for the first band to go on 
around this time. On the weekend, this 
can all be pushed back 30 to 60 minutes, 
although no one ever complained about 
having time to go to a bar for an hour or 
two after a concert. 


9 p.m. For bands looking to play for two 
hours or more, it’s probably a good idea to 
not start much later. You’re already asking 
your fans to listen to an awful lot of songs 
they may not know, but you’re also keeping 
them until the wee hours of the morning if 
you start too late. It’s also the perfect time 
for a Top 40 megastar (T. Swift, the Biebs, 
etc.) to go on, so their younger fans don’t 
miss their curfew or force their parents to 
wait longer outside the arena. 

10 p.m. Arguably the best time for a head¬ 
liner to start their performance, as it’s late 
enough for the “cool” kids, but not to the 
point of an hourlong set plus an encore 
leaving everyone in the crowd hung-over 
and sleep-deprived for work the next 
morning. If you’re going on much later, you 
better either appeal primarily to a younger 
crowd or be a legend of your genre. 

10:30 p.m. Are you a cool young artist 
whose primary crowd is younger than 
30? Are you one of those acts with a really 
solid album or two and one big hit from 
a commercial or a movie, so you’ve been 
billed as the next Jay Z or Rolling Stones? 
Then this slot is probably a good time 
for you to perform. Whether or not you 
become the next big thing, you’ll likely 
have to bump your start time up in the 
future. Regardless of success, time and 
aging stops for no one. 

11 p.m. There are very few circumstances 


in which an artist should be starting their 
set at 11 or later. The first of which 
(happening on the earlier side of the 
late-night slot) is if you’re an absolute 
icon. If you weren’t a part of the seminal 
movement of your genre, you probably 
shouldn’t wait until now to take the stage. 
Unless you’re a member of a decades-old 
rap group (Wu-Tang Clan, N.W.A, Fugees, 
etc.) or one of the most influential rock 
& roll bands of the past 30 years (Bad 
Religion, Soundgarden, Marilyn Manson, 
etc.), your fans are going to be mighty fed 
up if you make them wait past this time. 

11:30 p.m. Only play this late if your entire 
audience is in college or intoxicated. Few 
people older than 25 are going to wait 
through a set that starts this late if they 
have to go to work the next day. For fans to 
happily wait this long to see a show, they 
may have to be on whatever party drugs 
are circulating dorm rooms at that time. 
Midnight. Forget weeknights—midnight 
shows should be exclusively for the week¬ 
end and for music that sounds as if you 
should be drunk off your ass when you lis¬ 
ten to it. Booze-fueled rock? Check. Grimy, 
drug-addled party rap? Check. Other than 
that, you should at least be on your encore 
by now. Expect anyone still remotely sober 
to hate you for being narcissistic enough to 
wait until the next day to perform. 

LETTERS @ OCWEEKLY.COM 
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NIGHTCLUB AND SFOBTS BAR 

BEST 


EawEEKiy 

* * 2VJ# * * 

READERS’ POLL 


$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
$3 DOMESTIC DRAFTS 
$4 IMPORT DRAFTS 
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LIVE BAND FRIDAY | SATURDAY 9:00 PM 


117 Main St. Huntington Beach 
1 (Across from HB Pier) 

714.960.9996 | PERQSBAR.COM 



CITY NATIONAL 

CROVE 

_ “ _ OF ANAHEIM 

714.712.2700 2200 E. Katella Ave. citynationalgroveofanaheim.com 



. ..QUEEN' 

Nation 


a Tribute to 

THE MUSIC OF QUEEN 


Saturday, February 20 


Friday, 


February 26 


Saturday, March 5 


Lisa 

Lampanelli 


Saturday, 
February 13 



.i jim 

* JEFFERIES 

if , 


• 


^ Saturday, 
March 26 


ticketmaster 8w 


SHOW 
DINNER AVAILABLE! 



HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 


ANAHEIM 



COMING SOON 


2/10 CLUB LUCKY 
2/12 THE LONG RUN: EXPERIENCE 
THE EAGLES 

2/17 HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS, MEST, 
THE ATARIS 

2/19 RICHARD CHEESE 
2/20 TRIBALTHEORY 
2/26 NICK CARTER 


2/28 METRIC 
3/4 THE MAVERICKS 
3/5 BEST COAST & WAVVES 
3/19 BEN RECTOR 

3/26 WILD CHILD - TRIB. TO THE DOORS 
3/30 CIARA 

4/1 DECADES COLLIDE 80S V 90S 
MASHUPW/ DJ BIZ MARKIE 



dtl M 


1530 S. DISNEYLAND DR. IN THE DOWNTOWN DISNEY® DISTRICT 

FOR INFO &TIX 714.778.BLUE HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ANAHEIM 

VIP PACKAGES & RESERVATIONS | (g) : 714-520-2316 ^ : VIPHOBANA(S>LIVENATION.COM 

Shows are all ages and standing room only unless otherwise noted. Show dates and times are subject to change. 
Tickets subject to all applicable facility fees and service charges. Applicable fees and charges apply to all ticket sales. 
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CUSTOWJR 


This coupon is good for 1/2 off entry 
into California Girls - Anaheim. 

One person per coupon only. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


OCWKLY 


815 S. Brookhurst St. Anaheim, CA 92804 
714-635-8040 caligirls714.com 
21+ w/ID 

f CaliGirlsAnaheimGC i ) Caligirlsanaheim 


zmmif) 

-Anaheim 




FREE 

ADMISSION 
ALL WEEK 

FROM 12PM-7PM 


HALF 

OFF 

ADMISSION 

AFTER 7PM 


GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 


4fmi 12PM-7PM 

MAGIC MONDAY: 

$3 DRINKS 

TEQUILA TUESDAY: 

$3 - $4 - $5 DRINK SPECIALS* 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAY: 

$4 WHISKEYS* WELLS & BEERS* 

THIRSTY THURSDAY: 

'A OFF BOTTLE SERVICE* 

VIP FRIDAY: 

$200 PATRON $200 GOOSE $200 JACK* 

VIP SATURDAY: 

$200 D JULIO $200 KETEL 1 $200 CROWN 

SUNDAY FUNDAY: 

$4 DOMESTIC $5 IMPORTS $5 WELLS 

•NOT ALL DRINKS ARE INCLUDED IN SPECIALS 

1421 N. STATE COLLEGE BLVD. 
ANAHEIM CA 92806 

714 * 808*8500 

WWW.VENETIANGC.COM 
NOW AUDITIONING DANCERS! 



PHOTO BY ELISABETH FRIED 

Brain Digging 

Cut Chemist gives insight into the mind of a record collector 

BY JENA ARDELL 


B etter known as Cut Chemist, 
Lucas MacFadden found his 
life’s passion at age 11, when 
he began deejaying. He was a 
founding member of both Jurassic 5 and 
Ozomatli, and he has pioneered the music 
scene by preserving and sharing the best 
old-school, hip-hop, funk and rare groove 
beats from this continent and beyond. We 
chatted with Cut Chemist about establish¬ 
ing credibility and his obsession with col¬ 
lecting records. 

OC WEEKLY; You own an obscene amount 
of records—more than 40,000! Are you 
constantly collecting, or have you cut back? 
CUT CHEMIST: I’m constantly collecting, 
but I have cut back recently. It’s mostly 
because I’m at a point where I have to step 
back to challenge my taste and get into new 
sounds and genres. It’s a good practice to 
get into and keeps me open-minded. 

Do you find yourself as passionate about 
collecting as you are about creating? Does 
one desire fuel the other? 

Collecting does fuel the creative, but 
not vice versa for me. Collecting takes a 
totally different head space than creating. 

I find collecting is more of a left-brain 
function, with cataloging and completing, 
filing, etc. It’s an entirely different muscle. 
You started at such a young age, and it seems 
like your mother was very supportive of your 
record-collecting hobby that turned into a 
career. Was she a fan of music or just happy 
you were passionate about something? 

My mother and father were both into 
music. She played piano, and he played 
guitar. He wrote songs and recorded 
demos for fun when I was little. He wrote 


a song for a jazz musician named Don 
Ellis; I found a dope drum break on that 
album as well. 

At what point did you realize you wanted 
to DJ, or did you always know that’s what 
you ultimately wanted to do while you were 
collecting? 

I started collecting music at the age of 8 
or 9. Back then, I just knew a D J as some¬ 
one who played records on the radio. I 
remember wanting to do that as a kid. It 
seemed like fun. I didn’t realize I wanted 
to be a scratch DJ until I was 12, when I 
got into hip-hop in 1984. 

Is it more difficult now for aspiring DJs to 
establish credibility? 

Deejaying has become so accessible that it 
loses credibility just for that fact. Back in 
the vinyl days, that aspect alone cut down 
the chances of just anyone being a DJ. One 
had to work hard and pay lots of money 
for equipment and records, lugging those 
records across airports, etc. These aspects 
were enough to turn off a lot of people. 
Now anyone can be a DJ with a laptop 
and not have to do the heavy lifting, so to 
speak. With this kind of accessibility, peo¬ 
ple without any skill are now invited to the 
party, which in turn can change audiences 
into expecting less and less over time. 

That all being said, I don’t dismiss 
EDM in any way. There are bad DJs 
everywhere, just like there are good ones, 
too. I like a lot of electronic dance music, 
and some of the DJs in this genre have 
good taste and skill. Establishing cred¬ 
ibility still takes work, like it always has, 
and not being afraid of being different will 
always get you where you need to be. 

LETTERS @ OCWEEKLY.COM 
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Aces High 

LocalsOnly 

THE PONDEROSA ACES » HEIDI DARBY 


perform at Harvelle's, 201 E. Broadway, Long 
Beach, (562) 239-3700; www.harvelles.com. 
The last Thurs. of the month, 8 p.m. $5. 21+. 
For more information on the Ponderosa 
Aces, visit www.theponderosaaces.com. 

N ostalgic country bands aren't exactly at the 
forefront of Southern California's live music 
scene, but the Ponderosa Aces are one of the 
few acts bringing toe-tapping country music to 
local venues. The musicians not only partnered 
with Harvelle's in Long Beach for a monthly 
country night, but they also attracted the atten¬ 
tion of the Ameripolitan Music Awards (based 
in Austin, Texas) and snagged a nomination for 
Outlaw Group of the Year. The Ponderosa Aces 
draw inspiration from artists such as Willie 
Nelson and George Jones, and their new album, 
Honky Tonkin' My Life Away, taps into a sound 
that refuses to fade away. 

Frontman Mike Maddux spearheaded the 
country night at Harvelle's and takes pride in 
hosting an event that will welcome both touring 
and local artists. The three-month run kicked 
off on Jan. 28 with the Ponderosa Aces' album- 
release party. The Feb. 25 installment taps LA 
rockabilly punks Straight Shooter and LBC locals 
Veronica Grim and the Heavy Hearts. Maddux 
and the Aces know firsthand that finding a venue 
to support their style of music can be tricky. "It 
may not be the most popular music forthis area, 
but it's what we like to do," Maddux says. "It's 
what we love, and we're finding some great 
venues that love country music and cater to it. 
We're fired up for the shows at Harvelle's. Alex's 
Bar in Long Beach is another place that opens 
their door for our kind of music." 

There's a kindred fire that burns between the 
Ameripolitan Music Awards and the Ponderosa 
Aces, who feel the outlaw sounds of the 1960s 
and '70s are worth fighting for. Ameripolitan 


supports subgenres of country music that 
are overshadowed by pop- and rock-leaning 
super-groups, and the Outlaw Group of the Year 
nomination was both flattering and validating for 
the Ponderosa Aces. "This is only the third year 
Ameripolitan has been around, and they're grow¬ 
ing in leaps and bounds," Maddux says. "The 
reason why is because people who listen to that 
style of music, they're very adamant about keep¬ 
ing it alive. Ameripolitan and all the bands on their 
roster are doing a pretty damn good job of that." 

While the outlaw style resonates with the 
more populous rockabilly fan base, the Pon¬ 
derosa Aces are rooted in a traditional yet rowdy 
sound. Maddux has honky-tonk charm and 
vocals that are rough around the edges, and 
though they're currently auditioning for a new 
pedal steel guitar player, the band create a rich 
sound. With the momentum of the nomination, 
the group are setting off on a southwest tour that 
leads them to Austin and back. 

"To me, this is American music in its purest 
form," Maddux says. "It's songs, stories and 
people trying to relate to one another through 
those stories. It's about as intimate as you can 
get. That's not to put down other genres—I 
love all types of music and believe they all con¬ 
nect in their own way. But with country, there's 
storytelling, and hopefully, people fall in love 
with a character in three or four minutes' time. 

If music can connect with people like that, it's 
important to keep it alive." 


Hey, Orange County/Long Beach musicians 
& bands! Mail your music, contact info, 
high-res photos & impending show dates 
for possible review to: Locals Only, OC 
Weekly , 3420 Bristol St., 6th Floor, Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626. Or email your link to: 
localsonly@ocweekly.com. 


WANT TO WATCH ME? 


I have sex organs 



WatchNikkiDoStuff.com 





HEADQUARTERS 


A COUPLES GUIDE 
TO SEX TOYS: 


.yOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR: 

SEXY LINGERIE (S-XXXXL) | ADULT TOYS & 
NOVELTIES | SEXY SHOES | XXX DVDS 
LOTIONS & EDIBLES | BACHELORETTE PARTY 
SUPPLIES 


UPCOMING SEX EDUCATION EVENTS 
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WatchNikkiDoStuff.com 


ROCK 

HARD? 


SEE WHAT 
I'VE GOT 


NEAFLE: 

TURNING DOWN 
THE LIGHTS 

WITH OFFER/ 0- /PECMU FROM 
THE IEXIEJT PLACE/ IN OC”' 
Pjcht INTO YOUR INBOX. 


Sign up now to g>iin acce// to our 
After D>irk new/letter| 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SIONUP 

MEEKLY 



SEXY SHOE 
SPECIAL 
20-50% OFF 


BEACON ST 


REDUCED 

WAREHOUSE 

PRICES 


TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 


WITH 
THIS AD 


[GOOD FOR ONE REGULAR PRICED ITEM, CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS, 
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. NOTVAUD ON SALE ITEMS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
EXP. 2/18/16 

• ADULT DVDS (3 FOR $9.99) 

• TOYS, LOTIONS & BACHELORETTE PARTY SUPPLIES 
WATER PIPES • SEXY LINGERIE (DANCER DISCOUNT AVAILABLE) 

SHOP OVER 14,000 
ITEMS ONLINE AT: 


E3 

BALL RD 


Couples Mega Outlet 


r 




1820 PCH, LOMITA- 310.530.7799 • 910 S. EUCLID, ANAHEIM - 714.533.3766 
OPEN 7 DAYS SUN-THU 10:30AM - 10:30PM FRI-SAT 10:30AM -11:30PM 



Toy* Super' Stare,! 

Adults Gifts & Toys • Lingerie • Lubricants 
Accessories • Movies & More! 
Gift Certificates Available 


30% OFF 


Any 1 reg. priced item $100 or less 
or 20% off above $100 

Excludes Lelo, Fleshlight, Chyna 
Dolls, Sale Items, & Select Brands. 
With this OC Weekly Coupon. Not Valid with 
other offers or prior purchases. EXP. 2/26/16 


Adult Store & Gifts^^^ 

Shop our discreet online store: passioncityadultstore.com 


THIS WEEK 


FRIDAY, FEB. 5 

A NIGHT OF CINEMASCOPIC ROCK N' ROLL: 

7 p.m., $7-$10. The Frida Cinema, 305 E. Fourth St., 
Santa Ana; thefridacinema.org. 

BOB MARLEY'S 70TH BIRTHDAY BASH WITH 
ONE DROP REDEMPTION: 9 p.m., $12. Saint 
Rocke, 142 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, 

(310) 372-0035; saintrocke.com. 

CLUB FLEX: DJ Mark Bryant, DJ Zach Moos, 9 p.m., 

$6. VLVT Velvet Lounge, 416 W. Fourth St., Santa Ana, 
(714) 664-0663; velvetoc.com. 

COWBOY JACK: noon, free. San Clemente Senior 
Center, 117 Avenida Victoria, San Clemente, 

(949) 498-3322. 

CUBENSIS: 9 p.m., free. Golden Sails Hotel PCH Club, 
6285 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, (562) 596- 
2332; goldensailshotel.com/pchclub. 

DIAMOND PISTOLS: 10 p.m., $15-$25. Yost Theater, 
307 N. Spurgeon St., Santa Ana. 

FATLACE FRIDAYS: DJ Lito, DJ C-Note, 9 p.m., free. 
The Continental Room, 115 W. Santa Fe Ave., Fullerton, 
(714) 469-1879; facebook.com/ContinentalRoom. 

GODSPEED YOU! BLACK EMPEROR: 9 p.m., $35. 
Warner Grand Theatre, 478 W. Sixth St., San Pedro, 
(310) 548-7672; warnergrand.org. 

JACK & JACK: 6 p.m., $25-$45. House of Blues, 

1530 S. Disneyland Dr., Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; 
hob.com/anaheim. 

JIM FISK JAZZTET: 8 p.m., free. Portfolio Coffee 
House, 2300 Fourth St., Long Beach, (562) 434-2486; 
portfoliocoffeehouse.com. 

KNYGHT RYDER: 8 p.m., free. Gaslamp Restaurant & 
Bar, 6251 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, (562) 596- 
4718; thegaslamprestaurant.com. 

LA PICANTE: 8 p.m., free. The Lighthouse Cafe, 

30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

MARTIN SEXTON: 8 p.m. The Coach House, 33157 
Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, 

(949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

RUFIO SPENZ: 7 p.m., free. Table 87,650 S. Grand, 
Santa Ana, (714) 720-5612. 

THE SECRET AFFAIR: 9 p.m., $5-$7. Alex's Bar, 

2913 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, (562) 434-8292; 
alexsbar.com. 

SHOOK ONES, CREATIVE ADULT & SUPER 
UNISON: 9 p.m. Constellation Room at the 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; constellationroom.com. 

THE SLY DIGS: 9 p.m., free. The Karman Bar, 26022 
Cape Dr., Laguna Niguel, (949) 582-5909; 
www.thekarmanbar.com. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 6 

ANDREA MILLER: 7 p.m. Bayside Restaurant, 

900 Bayside Dr., Newport Beach, (949) 721-1222; 
baysiderestaurant.com. 

DEKE DICKERSON AND THE BLAST-O-FONICS: 

7:30 p.m., $15-$175. Don the Beachcomber, 16278 
Pacific Coast Hwy., Huntington Beach, (562) 592-1321; 
donthebeachcomber.com. 

DOKKEN: 8 p.m., $30. The Coach House, 33157 Camino 
Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 496- 
8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

DOLL HUT SATURDAY MATINEE: 1 p.m. Doll Hut, 
107 S. Adams St., Anaheim, (714) 533-1286. 

EARTH CRISIS: 7 p.m., $13-$15. Chain Reaction, 1652 
W. Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635-6067; allages.com. 

EPIC SATURDAYS: 9:30 p.m., free. The Continental 
Room, 115 W. Santa Fe Ave., Fullerton, (714) 469-1879; 
facebook.com/ContinentalRoom. 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD: 8 p.m. 8 p.m. The 
Observatory, 3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, 

(714) 957-0600; observatoryoc.com. 

THE SPAZMATICS: 9 p.m., $15. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372-0035; saintrocke.com. 

TRIBUTES to HARD ROCK: 6 p.m., $8 $11 Golden 
Sails Hotel PCH Club, 6285 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long 
Beach, (562) 596-2332; goldensailshotel.com/pchclub. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 7 

DARRYL WILLIAMS: 7 p.m., S15. Spaghettini 


Rotisserie & Grill, 3005 Old Ranch Pkwy., Seal Beach, 
(562) 596-2199; spaghettini.com. 

FULLY FULLWOOD REGGAE SUNDAYS: 3 pm, 
$5. Don the Beachcomber, 16278 Pacific Coast 
Hwy., Huntington Beach, (562) 592-1321; 
donthebeachcomber.com. 

KIRK FRANKLIN GOSPEL BRUNCH: 10 am, 
$18.50-$40. House of Blues, 1530 S. Disneyland Dr., 
Anaheim, (714) 778-2583; hob.com/anaheim. 

MASSIVE MCGREGOR: 5 p.m., $5. Mozambique, 

1740 S. Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 715-7777; 
mozambiqueoc.com. 

MISSILES OF OCTOBER: 4 p.m., free. The 
Whitehouse Restaurant & Nightclub, 340 S. Coast 
Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 494-8088; 
whitehouserestaurant.com. 

MONDAY, FEB. 8 

BRENT CANTER QUARTET: 8 p.m., free. The 
Lighthouse Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, 

(310) 376-9833; thelighthousecafe.net. 

COUNTRY DANCIN' WITH DJ PATRICK: 

6:30 p.m., free. The Swallow's Inn, 31786 Camino 
Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, (949) 493-3188; swal- 
lowsinn.com. 

JOE BLANCHARD: 10 p.m., free. Auld Dubliner, 

71 S. Pine Ave., Long Beach, (562) 437-8300; 
aulddubliner.com. 

SILKY RIOT: 8 p.m., $5. The Lighthouse Cafe, 

30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 9 

BLACKBURN COUNTRY: 9 p.m., free. The Lighthouse 
Cafe, 30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

FAT TUESDAY WITH ALLIGATOR BEACH: 8 pm, 

free. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa 
Beach, (310) 372-0035; saintrocke.com. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 10 

THE BIG DRAW: DJ Abeltron, 8 p.m., free. The Copper 
Door, 225 1/2 N. Broadway, Santa Ana, (714) 543-3813; 
thecopperdoorbar.com. 

DEREK BORDEAUX BAND: 7 p.m , free. Original 
Mike's, 100 S. Main St., Santa Ana, (714) 550-7764; 
originalmikes.com. 

DETOUR POSSE: 9 p.m., free. The Lighthouse Cafe, 

30 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, (310) 376-9833; 
thelighthousecafe.net. 

GEOFF TATE & OPERATION MINDCRIME: 8 p.m., 
$35. Saint Rocke, 142 Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa 
Beach, (310) 372-0035; saintrocke.com. 

HOODIE ALLEN: 8 p.m. The Observatory, 3503 S. 
Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
observatoryoc.com. 

JUKE JOINT JOKERS: 7 p.m., $5. Mozambique, 

1740 S. Coast Hwy., Laguna Beach, (949) 715-7777; 
mozambiqueoc.com. 

JUST KIDDIN: 10 p.m., $10. La Cave, 1695 Irvine Ave., 
Costa Mesa, (949) 646-7944; lacaverestaurant.com. 

STRFKR & COM TRUISE: 8 pm, $20 The Glass 
House, 200 W. Second St., Pomona, (909) 865-3802; 
theglasshouse.us. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 11 

CALIENTE: 9 p.m., $6-$10. VLVT Velvet Lounge, 416 W. 
Fourth St., Santa Ana, (714) 664-0663; velvetoc.com. 

DW3: 8 p.m., $15. Spaghettini Rotisserie & Grill, 

3005 Old Ranch Pkwy., Seal Beach, (562) 596-2199; 
spaghettini.com. 

GEOFF TATES OPERATION: 8 p.m. The Coach 
House, 33157 Camino Capistrano, Ste. C, San Juan 
Capistrano, (949) 496-8930; thecoachhouse.com. 

LOCAL BAND SHOWCASE: 7 p.m., $10. Chain 
Reaction, 1652 W. Lincoln Ave., Anaheim, (714) 635- 
6067; allages.com. 

OTTMAR LIEBERT: 8 p.m., $30. Saint Rocke, 142 
Pacific Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, (310) 372-0035; 
saintrocke.com. 

RON KOBAYASHI: 6 p.m., free. Bayside Restaurant, 
900 Bayside Dr., Newport Beach, (949) 721-1222; 
baysiderestaurant.com. 

WATERS: 9 p.m. Constellation Room at the Observatory, 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana, (714) 957-0600; 
constellationroom.com. 
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* LACES IN OC*** 
UR INBOX. 


P NOW TO C^IN ACCEff TO OUR 
FTER D^ RK NEW/LETTER| 


SPEARMINT «■ RHINO PRESENTS 


THE 


ON SUPER SUNDAY tf 

FEBRUARY 7 TH *1 1 1 danc esp#« s 

r PARTY KICKS OFF @ 8PM 2*4'T 


CIBOC BOTTIES 


0 




§200 


NEW VIP SPECIALS 
FREE ADMISSION DAY&NIGHT 

MUST PR ESENT AD AT THE DOOR FOR DISCOUNT 

log onto SAHARATHEATER . XXX 

FOR ROLL CALLS UPDATES 8 WEEKLY PROMOTIONS 

1210 S. State College Blvd Suite C. 
Anaheim. Ca 92806 

(714) 772-2242 

f /SAHARATHEATER SAHARA.THEATER 



free Entry! 


inAN y dub's pass for 


Brings 


i 1/2 OFF ENTRY 


| 1 PERSON PER PASS. CANNOT BE 
, COMBINED W/ANY OTHER OFFER 
1 VALID AT CALI GIRLS SANTA ANA 
| LOCATION ONLY. 1 DRINK MIN. 

■ cgr PURCHASE REQUIRED. 

I ® OCWKIY FXP 04-01-16 
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n COUCH DANCES 

$ioo 

/ SUIT! SPECIALS 


S10 Couch & Blackout Dances 


awcBm 


4 VIP DANCES FOR $40 NO MORE WRISTBANDS 


FREE ADMISSION UNTIL 2PM 


UMITED 
TIME ONLY 
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE SERVICES 


LBC 420 EVALUATIONS 


LTD 


LTD 

LTD 


C-3 

LJ-I 

OO 


CJ> 


By. Dr. Raja Toke 

!iii iiiaxsij iil/ jiiiiiB 

f jyj jjj ygf j j J 

- zu± w ibi/ a oaa a wzm amn 

- mg iumu £ ruiJiJ'jiiJiLii 



720 ALAMITOS AVE., UNIT A, LONG BEACH 90813 
(562) 599-8420 


LBC 420 Evaluations is one ol the largest and most trusted clinics in the Long Bea<h area 
■providing you with the safest and most affordable MMJ recommendations. We offer the 
best prices and we guarantee that we are 100% legal and in compliance with all state 
laws under prop 215. 



ffiHMMffi™ 

BRIAN GAMBLE, M.D. 


24/7 

Verification! 


Professional 
Photo 
ID Cards 


BRIAN GAMBILRLB. 


NEW PATIENTS 


RENEWALS 


l3B$20i 

NO WAITING, FAST PROCESSING 

#4-530-3122 

12570 Brookhurst St. #1, Garden Grove CA. 92840 

Veteran £ Senior Citizen discounts available 

+ MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS + 

WALK INS WELCOMED 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

'm\ 


MON - SAT 9am - 7pm | SUN 10am - 6:30pm 

**BRING THREE AND THE FOURTH PERSON FREE!!! *TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 02/29/16 



420 

Evaluations 

TOLL FREE 

f - I rj^H Ml 1 r-> H -U r J _m 1-1 * | 

Patients $29 

RENEWALS $19 

fltr mF f 




Cu^ii^AdAnd Wv Will 


895 E. YORBA LINDA BLVD. #204 PLACENTIA 92870 

MON-FRI 11AM-7PM ■ CLOSED SAT/SUN • 714.328.3712 


1671 W. KATELLA AVE. STE. 130, ANAHEIM 

MON-FRI 11AM-7PM - SAT 11AM-6PM - SUN 11AM-5PM 



































































OC’S Best Evaluation Center 




ele 

MEDICAL 


a!? Wellness 

AL EVALUATION CENTER 


$25 I $35 


Renewals 


• Professional & Compassionate Practice Hours: Mon 
24 Hour Online & Phone Verification 
Full Physician Evaluation Given 
Walk-ins Welcome 


New Patients 
- Fri 

11am - 5:30pm 
Sat 11am-5pm 



1540 E. Edinger Ste. A Santa Ana CA 92705 



PURE & NATURAL THERAPY 

7 BMHS flf S5P { 

-ALL strains- 

sDeliverings 

quality product to LONG BEACH. 

HB. Seal Beach & surrounding cities. 

(949) 608-7363 

Check out our menu on Weed Maps! 




“ Offers only valid with 
ad. Only one promotion 


TWO LOCATIONS: 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM ANXIETY, ADHD, BIPOLAR DISORDER, 
INSOMNIA, DEPRESSION, CHRONIC PAIN etc.? 


Medical 

Marijuana 

Evaluations 


| per patient per visit. 

Expires 02/29/16 

/valuation C ter 

ALL patients are seen by a licensed California physician 


SPECIAL! 

Recommendations 
Starting at 


440 Fair Drive, Suite S. 227 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
1626 E. 17th St. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 


All Patients 

TOLL FREE! 
(800) 620-2027 


MD LICENSE: A22208 


Yo hablo Espanol! 


24/7 

online & phone 
verification 


Open 7 Days a Week 
Walk-Ins Welcome! 
Monday-Sunday 
9am to 6pm 




>AY 


,8THs 


Limit I PFp 




2 GRA^ S 


S8S** 


SPECIALS & OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED. 

OPEN 11AM-8PM DAILY 
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949 - 752-6272 
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MEDICINE SERVICES // COLLECTIVES 
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TOP SHELF ANAHEIM 

CHECK IN BEFORE YOU TAKE FLICHT! 


<%. FTP 4.5G 8TH 

' I; QR $5 OFF CONCENTRATES 

y Hours: 10m-l:>l5aa 

3124 y.Lincoln Ave.-i Anaheif 


SC LAB TESTED STRAINS 



ON AG 8THS, OR 2 G FOR *25 


KURVANA 


OnDeckBuds • ★★★★★ 5.0 rating on Weedmaps 


714.468.4142 • 10am-2am Daily • 12371 Haster St., #203, Garden Grove 


ON THE COAST SMOKE & SUPPLY 



7G for $60 
4G for $50 


THE ONE STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR SMOKING NEEDS 


Make sure to ask about becoming a 
member of our cannabis club, a legal 
non-profit association. Become a 
member of our cannabis club 
a legal, non-profit association. 


FTP SPECIAL : FREE GOODIE BAG! 


777 W. 19TH STREET UNIT R COSTA MESA 


FULLERTON 

EASE COLLECTIVE - 


Professional • Clean 
High Quality Meds 
At Competitive Prices 

EaseCanna 

714-309-7772 | 2435 E 0RANGETH0RPE AVE 



DAILY 

SPECIALS 




GOLD 


01io&ta^um 


AVAILABLE AT 

justQuality 

J kA E n c # 


^ ju^ivxuyimy 

ASH US ABOUT THESE EBEAT PRODUCTS 


kWmM 1 


HONEYVAPE 


WEST COAST CURE 


DAB CLEAN 


DR. GREENTHUMB 


MARIJUANA & MUNCHIES 


CAVIAR GOLD 


YOU’LL BE BLAB YOU CAME IN! QUALITY MEDS, COMPASSIONATE PRICES! 

9774 KATELLA AVE. #103, ANAHEIM 1 714.209.8187 


























rfP 

F Cift * a * 


WMmvu* 


5.2 .$50 (Mediums) 

4.2 .$50 (Top Shelf) 

4.2....$60(Private Reserve) 

-Home of the 4.201/8- 


dankanddeliciousstinains 


com 



sis 

v f 

VALENTINE'S WEEKEND SALE 

SAT & SUN (FEB 13th - FEB 14th) 


BUY A GRAM, 
GET ONE FREE 


BUY AN EDIBLE, 
GET ONE FREE 


EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE I EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE 


(LIMIT TWO) 




(LIMIT TWO) 


HAN D n HAND 

PATIENT CARE 

= HnHPC \0 : HandnHandPC jj : HnHPC gj : HNHPC 

HNHPC.ORG 657.229.4464 

2400 Pullman St. Suite #B 
Santa Ana, CA 



' EO POTENCY 

r** i 

' I 




Edi 


Guaranteed 
t Vualitu ftiecb 


WITH OZ a BOGO 

SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


4U 0 mWtmfW 21 

WITH FREE GIFT I mSimSSiUSW^ 


1G FOR $30 
2 GS FOR $50 

APPLIES TO HOUSE WAX 


FTP SPECIAL 

Tim 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • MON-SAT 8AM-MIDNIGHT • SUNDAY 9AM-11PM 

2601W BALL RD. UNIT #204 * ANAHEIM, CA 92804 

CORNER OF BALL AND MAGNOLIA IN ANAHEIM 714~995-Q420 



10189 WESTMINSTER AVE. SUITE #217, GARDEN GROVE CA ’ & y 
714391-4362 I HOURS: MONDAY-SUNDAY10AM-10PM 


GRAM KING’S 


MONDAY: 

$2 OFF ALL EDIBLES 

TUESDAY: 

4 GRAMS OF PRIVATE RESERVE FOR $35 

4 GRAMS FOR $40 EXCLUSIVE 

WEDNESDAY: 

$5 OFF ANY HALF GRAM OR 

WHOLE GRAM OVER $25 OF WAX 

THURSDAY: 

FREE GIFT WITH 1/8 DONATION 

FRIDAY: 

MYSTERY SPECIALS 

SATURDAY: 

PICK YOUR FAVORITE SPECIALS 

SUNDAY: 

10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE from ioam-i2pm 

DISCOUNTS FOR MILITARY / VETERANS / DISABLED (no double discounts) 
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BRAND NEW SPOT* SPECIAL PRICE 


ASIAN/ LATINA/ FILIPINO 



FREE Table Shower 
in Your Own 

PRIVATE Massage Room 
(Regular Shower 
Also Available) 

8am-10pm 



TEMPTATION 

MASSAGE 

11855 BEACH BLVD 
STANTON CA 90680 

714 . 983.6624 

ON BEACH BETWEEN 
ORANGEWOOD & 
CHAPMAN NEXT TO 
SMOKE SHOP 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 10AM TO 10PM 
714-995-6789 • ACCEPT ALL CC'S 
831 S KNOTT AVE, ANAHEIM 92804 



mmk 

fflced^artoedem 


VIP MASSAGE 


Open 7 Days a Week 

10am to 10pm • 714-737-4102 • Accepts All CC’s | 
7041 Western Ave # B, Buena Park 90620 



redhotci^rne.com 18 + 


REAL FUN 


illsl 


FREE TO LISTEN 

AND REPLY TO ADS 

Free Code: 

OC Weekly 


AMERICA'S HOTTEST 

gaychatline! 714-627-2269 


FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 

Anaheim: 

(714)905-0050 

' www.megamates.com 18+ 


GUYSPY 


REAL PEOPLE, 
REAL DESIRE, 


CHATLINE 


Ahora espano| 
Livelinks.com IS 


Try FREE: 714-627-2267 


More Local Numbers: 1-800-926-6000 


The hottest free trial 

fonochat placeto 71 VI A CL A 7CIQCI 
meet Latinos! i XHXVOV 


Happy massage 



Young and beautiful Asian, 
Latina & American girls. % 


-Ci 

yc 


for 2 girls 

-QF REE 
table shower 

- J u(( (nuttj 

massage & 
Private room 

Come try us and 
you will be back! 


• 2209 S Main st /Warner Santa Ana 92707 • 
We open 9AM to VERY LATE 7 days a week. 
Call 714-549-2825 • We accept VS/MC 



915 

Adult Massage 


Tantra Goddess 

Sensual fullbody 
tantra, CMT, deep tissue 
massage. Tantric prostate 
intense release. Beautiful 
statuesque, slender & 
toned w/long dark raven 
hair & hypnotic green 
eyes. Goddess worship, 
CFE, fetishes & fantasies. 

Private, Nice incall. 

Special rate $200 

818-821- 

9090 


Exotic Hottie 
All Natural Model 

Sexy, fit, curvy, Busty God¬ 
dess caters to Tantric full 
body pleasure. CMT, deep 
tissue, & Swedish, prostate 
mass & toys avail. A model 
w/long brunette hair& 
beautiful looks. Fetish/ 
Fantasies. BDSM, worship, 
spank, role play, x-dress, 
medical, foot leg, stockings, 
nurse, sounds. Mild sensual 
to heavy play. Incall 2 me or 
outcall to you. $200 special. 

818-821-9090 


Ladies 

Make over 

$100,000 

a year 

bombshells ENT is 

looking for new talent 
any race welcome. 
Text or email us 
3 pics at: bombshellsl43 
@gmail.com or call 

424-269- 

8142 


915 

Adult Massage 


★Grand Opening^ 
999 Roses 

Hot Asian Girls to Pamper 
you! Massage, Facials, 
Relaxation! 14291 Euclid St. 
#D111, Garden Grove 

(714)554-3936 


All Natural Beauty 

Avail. Til 4am 
Cozy VIP Private 

Sensual body. Up late? 

So am l. Beautiful 
exotic model available 
10am till late hours.. 4am. 
Toned & slender beauty 
relaxing, sensuous, CMT 
deep tissue, Swedish full 
body massage. Tantra 
G spot intense release, 
prostate stimulation. 
Tantric sensual & sooth¬ 
ing experience w/stun- 
ning girl. Nice, private. 
Special rate $200. 
818-821-9090 


BLACK MALE & 

FEMALE 

5'4", 130 lbs of lean muscle, 
handsome face, smooth 
and athletic, Ocean view 
massage. Private Personal 
Training also avail. Michael 
(562)714-4270 
Or 2 Male Masseurs also 
avail. MC/Visa Accepted. 


Chocolate Vegas 

Brothel Beauty 

Gorgeous / Outcall only 
702-550-8961 


GOOD MASSAGE 

30240 Rancho Viejo Rd. 

#E (949) 487-7756 

San Juan Cap, CA 92675 

Touch of Excellence 


WatchNikkiDoStuff.com 



sStgH' op new to gain acc&UL tv 
out, Cdftek, eZ)aA& Hewdlettetsf 


HSWEEKLY 


'ea/ce'... 

Turning down the lights 
with offers and specials 
from the sexiest places 
in Orange County... 


Right into your inbox. 


R Spa & Massage 

$30/lhr 714-505-2288 W 

10am to 12pm 

13846 Red Hill Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 A 


New Spa Massage 

Special $35/ha(f hr with ad 
and $50/one full hr 


714-827-6868 15491 Ball Rd., Cyp 




DEEP & OIL MASSAGE 


(949) 472-4029 


(949) 855-9646 


23600 ROCKFIELD BLVD #2N 24342 MUIRLANDS BLVD, 

LAKE FOREST, CA LAKE FOREST, CA 



LAKE FORESTS 


GRAND OPENir 




MASSAG 



949.768.8258 

23782 MERCURY RD. 
LAKE FOREST, 92630 































































































915 

Adult Massage 


NUDE SPA RESORT 

NUDE Lifestyles Resort 
Hotel Couples Only luxury 
NUDE spa Sensual 
Hedonism IN LA Day Club 
and Hotel 

www.nudespa.com 

24 hour mineral water pools 
24 hour dance club 
760-251-4744 


936 

Transexual Escorts 


Sexy Latina TS 

Very Sexy With Nice 
Body 

Fully Functional & 
Feminine! 

Grace-323-209-9196 


945 

Phone Services 


#1 GAY, Bl CHAT & HOOKUPS 
Discreet chat that will 
turn you on!! 

FREE to try!! 18+ 
call 714-464-8977 


945 

Phone Services 


RIPPED MUSCLE 
JOCKS & 
BEEFY HAIRY 
BEARS! 

are waiting to chat live 
with you. Try us FREE!! 18+ 
It's discreet and it's hot! 
Call 714-464-8977 


"MEET PEOPLE 
FROM 

YOUR OWN LOCAL 
AREA!!" 

Want to add a little spice 
to your life, discover and 
meet new people from 
your own local area? 
Give us a try!! 

It's always FREE to 
browse hundreds of per¬ 
sonal ads and always 
FREE to record your own 
personal greeting for 
others to hear! Call now! 
(818) 861-0018 
(310) 873-0533 
(323) 648-1149 
(714) 426-0803 
(949) 655-0035 
(805) 601-1127 


cAdvehtiie. u/ti/i 

OC WEEKLY 

CALL 714.550.5900 


gaAtfMaMMfti 

§ HOT PRICE 

x $45/hr w/ 


Tim 



Table Shower 

2b|J 


Accept All CC's 

lOam-llpm Mon-Sun 
714-229-5828 
2940 W. Lincoln Ave. #J 
Anaheim, 92801 


GRAND OPENING.' 



U&l 

MASSAGE 

c l/fete&meta 

"young, cAauui £ ^aiinu 

SPECIAL 

1/2 $ H 35^ 

PRIVATE ROOM* 

1 Try and You Will 
Come Back! 


508 S. STATE COLLEGE BLVD 
ANAHEIM CA 92608 

(714) 783-7000 

State College and 
Santa Ana Blvd 
next to Barber Shop 


WANT TO WATCH ME? 


I have sex organs 



WatchNikkiDoStuff.com 



LOCATED* 

1241 1/2 S. MAIN ST. SANTA ANA CA 
92707 CALL US : 714-610-9539 




G'tand Opening/ 

oh (tout koM,. 

•FREE TABLE SHOWER 
& HOT STONE! 

•MORE YOUNG, SEXY GIRLS. 
•WAXING: AwiiM*. 



12067 BEACH BLVD., STANTON, CA 90680 

(Inside Home Depot Center, next to China Buffet Restaurant) 

(714)705-0583 • (714)787-9677 
10AM-10PM, 7 Days/Week 




DELIGHT 

SPA 


714-896-0700 
12128 Beach Blvd 
Stanton, CA 
90680 


Mad Greek Restaurant 



Turning down the lights with offers and 
specials from the sexiest places in OC. 

Right into your inbox. 

Sign up now to gain access to our 
After Dark Newsletter! 

OCWEEKLY.COM/SIGNUP 
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STOREFRONT 


On Deck Buds 

FTP: 6 Cram 8th | $45 CAP on 4 Cram 8ths or 2 Crams for $25 All 
Day 112571 Haster St. #205, Carden Grove | 714.468.4142 


Hand N Hand: 

Legally Permitted Collective hnhpc.org | 657.229.4464 
2400 Pullman St. Suite #B Santa Ana, CA 


South Coast Safe Access: BUY an l/8th GET an l/8th free 
~ FTP 11st Official Measure BB Licensed Facility | SC Lab Tested 
Products | 25% Vet & Military Discounts 110% Senior Discount | 
10% Disability Discount 11900 Warner Ave. Ste. A, Santa Ana, CA 
949.474.7272 


Just Quality: FIRST TIME PATIENT DEALS: 5 CRAM 1/8TH ON ALL 
SHELF | 5% OFF A CRAM WAX | 8 CRAM DOCO DEALS 
(714) 209-8187 | Open 10am - 10pm Daily 
9774 Katella Ave Unit 105, Anaheim, CA 92804 

Gram Kings 

DAILY DEALS | Discounts for Military, Veterans, Disabled 
10189 Westminster Ave. Suite #217, Carden Grove 
714.209.8187 | Hours: Monday-Sunday lOam-IOpm 

Nature's Holistic Alternative 

FTP-6 Crams on 1st 1/8th! | 25% OFF Concentrates Vapor Pens & 
Edibles! I 5 CRAM 1/8th's Every SATURDAY is SHATTERDAY! 

810 Dyer Rd. Unit B, Santa Ana CA 92705 | 714.549.2565 

Top Shelf Anaheim 

FTP-4.5g 8th or $5 Off Concentrates | $55 CAP SC Lab Tested 
Strains | 5128 #B W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim | (714) 585-7814 110am- 
1:45am 


Ease Canna 

FTP- All 8th will be weighed out to 5GRAMSH | 2455 E. Orangetho- 
rpe Ave., Fullerton, CA 92851 | 714-509-7772 


Huntington Beach Healing Center 

17875 Beach Blvd. Huntington Beach | (714) 575-8919 
8am - 2am Daily 


Anaheim Holistic Care 

#1 Collective in OC | Guaranteed Best Pricing 
0pen7daysaweek • Mon-Sat 8am-12am*Sun 9am-11pm 
2601 W Ball Rd Unit #204 Anaheim, CA 92804 | 714-995-0420 

DR. EVALUATIONS 


oc 420 Evaluations 

NEW PATIENTS $29 | RENEWALS $19 | Walk-Ins Accepted 11671 
W. Katella Ave. Anaheim Ste. 150 | 895 E. Yorba Linda Blvd. #204 
Placentia 92870 | TOLL FREE 1-855-MMJ-EVAL (1-855-665-5825 ) | 
Mon-Fri 11am-7pm, Sat 11am- 6pm, Sun 11am-5pm 


Releaf wellness Medical Evaluation Center 

Renewals - $251 New Patients - $55 
1540 E. Edinger Ste. A, Santa Ana 92705 
657.251.8052 


DELIVERY 


PURE & NATURAL THERAPY 

7 CRAMS for $50 on ALL STRAINS | DELIVERING quality product to 
Long Beach | Huntington Beach, Seal Beach, and Surrounding Cities 
(949) 608-7565 


ON THE COAST PATIENT ASSOCIATION 

FREE DELIVERY w/ min $50 order 17G $60 Variety of Strains | Private 
Reserve 4G 1/8ths $50 | FTP Bag & Loyalty Program for All Mem¬ 
bers! | Hours 10AM- 9PM 1714.944.07751 onthecoastpa.com 


OCPC: 5 Cram 8th & FREE Goodie Bag (FTP) | All Wax $95 /8th 
949.752.6272,11am to 8pm Daily 


DADS: FTP - FREE Gift Bag! | 4.2 Cram 8ths 
Serving All of 0C! 8AM-Midnight 714.760.0155 

weed Ka re 

OC's Premier 24 Hour Delivery Service. | FTP Deal - Free 1G Top 
Shelf w/ Donation | 714-655-5464 



3420 Bristol Street, 6th Floor, Costa Mesa, CA | 714.550.59001 free online ads & photos at oc.backpage.com 

CONDITIONS: All advertisements are published upon the representation by the advertiser and/or agency that the agency and advertiser are authorized 
to publish the entire contents and subject matter thereof, that the contents are not unlawful, and do not infringe on the rights of any person or entity 
and that the agency and advertiser have obtained all necessary permission and releases. Upon the OC Weekly’s request, the agent or advertiser will 
produce all necessary permission and releases. In consideration of the publication of advertisements, the advertiser and agency will indemnify and save 
the OC Weekly harmless from and against any loss or expenses arising out of publication of such advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to 
revise, reject or omit without notice any advertisement at any time. The OC Weekly accepts no liability for it’s failure, for any cause, to insert an 
advertisement. Publication and placement of advertisements are not guaranteed. Liability for any error appearing in an advertisement is limited to the 
cost of the space actually occupied. No allowance, however, will be granted for an error that does not materially affect the value of an advertisement. 
To qualify for an adjustment, any error must be reported within 15 days of publication date. Credit for errors is limited to first insertion. Drawings, 
artwork and articles for reproduction are accepted only at the advertiser’s risk and should be clearly marked to facilitate their return. The OC Weekly 
reserves the right to revise its advertising rates at any time. Announcements of an increase shall be made four weeks in advance to contract advertis¬ 
ers. No verbal agreement altering the rates and/or the terms of this rate card shall be recognized. 


automotive 


421 

Used Auto 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
We Buy Like New or Dam¬ 
aged. Running or Not. 

Get Paid! Free Towing! 
We're Local! Call For 
Quote: 1-888-420-3808 


health 


810 

Health 


Concerned about 

Schizophrenia? 

If so, Apostle Clinical Trials 
is currently enrolling 
volunteers for a clinical 
research study using an 
investigational product 
that may help reduce the 
symptoms. Qualified 
participants may receive: 
Study-related medical ex¬ 
ams and study medica¬ 
tion at no cost and com¬ 
pensation for time and 
travel. (562)437-4780 
Apostleclinicaltrials. 
com _ 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT MEDI¬ 
CAL PUMP. Cain 1-3 Inches 
Permanently! Money back 
guarantee. FDA Licensed 
since 1997. Free Brochure: 
Call (619) 294-7777 
www.drjoelkaplan.com 


health 


810 

Health 


Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. In¬ 
sured and Guaranteed De¬ 
livery. Call today 
1-888-403-9028 


Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. In¬ 
sured and Guaranteed De¬ 
livery. Call today 
1-888-403-9028 


services 


650 

Adoption Notices 


ADOPTION 

SERVICES 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers 
with Families Nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7Abby's One True Gift 
Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexi¬ 
co/Indiana 


520 

Financial Services 


music 


605 

Musicians Available/Wante 


17th ST. Record¬ 
ing Studio 

17th Street Recording is a 
professional state of the 
art recording studio 
which provides songwrit¬ 
ing, production, and re¬ 
cording services. Record¬ 
ing session includes 
platinum Engineer. 
Credits include: Sting, 
MaryJBIige, Sublime, 
Dirty Heads, Long 
Beach Dub Allstars, 
Sublime w/ Rome. 
Slightly Stoopid, 
Sugar Ray 
& more 

Fast Pro Tools skills. 
Studio A has a Master 
DAW Pro Tools HD4, one 
ISO vocal booth & Studio 
Mix Room B has 
Pro Tools HD. 

ALL GENRES - ALL STYLES - 
Vintage Keyboards 
Galore!!!! 

Location: Costa Mesa, CA 
★ (949) 680-6568 ★ 

17thStRecords. 
_ com _ 



836 

Psychic/Astrological 


services 


525 

Legal Services 


Robbed by your 
Employer? 

Working overtime & 
called salaried? Told to 
clock out but continue to 
work? Called an indepen¬ 
dent contractor/1099 
employee? Speak w/at- 
torney Diane Mancinelli at 
no cost to you. 
(714)734-8999 


530 

Misc. Services 


WANTS TO purchase miner¬ 
als and other oil & gas inter¬ 
ests. Send details to P.O. 

Box 13557, Denver, Co 
80201 



AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here - Get started by 
training as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Fi¬ 
nancial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation 
institute of Maintenance 
800-725-1563 



THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 
Rockley Road, Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a new 
career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. 
*NDT/Weld Inspector. 

Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 
1.800.321.0298 



Bus. Development Analyst: 
Develop marketing strate¬ 
gies. Req'd: MBA or related. 
Mail resume: TJA Plus Corp., 
3517 W. Commonwealth 
Ave. Unit B, Fullerton, CA 
92833. 


PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 
$1000 A Week Mailing Bro¬ 
chures From Home! 

No Experience Required. 
Helping home workers 
since 2001! Genuine Oppor¬ 
tunity. Start Immediately! 
www.ThelncomeHub.com 


Quality Control Manager 
(Job Site: Brea, CA), Life- 
bloom Corporation. B.S. 
req'd. Send resume to 925 
W. Lambert Rd. #B Brea, CA 
92821 


Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCOHOL? tAddicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free 
assessment. 800-978-6674 


Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
844-753-1317 


EMPLOYMENT 

* ASTROLOGERS, 
PSYCHICS, TAROT READ¬ 
ERS NEEDED! P/T F/T 
$l2-$36 per hour. 

tambien en Espanol. 
954-524-9029 



INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW SEO (SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION) 
CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS? NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR CURRENT SEO RESULTS? 

WE. CAN. HELP. 

LOCAL SEO | ORGANIC | PPC 
SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT | WEBSITES 

CALL FOR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION: 714.550.5900 

VOICE 
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305 

Roommates 


ROOMATES WANTED 

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM. Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find 
the perfect roommate to complement your personality and 
lifestyle at Roommates.com! 



210 

Homes 


FIRSTTIME BUYER'S PROGRAMS!!!! 

$1000 Down. Many Homes Available! 
All SoCal Areas! Will consider Bad Credit. 
4% APR. Call or Text Agent 

562 - 673-4906 
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Largest Showroom & Biggest Selection In OC best collective 
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FTP SPECIAL 


KOROVA KVA 

UNRIVALED POTEMCY - 1 — - 1 J -> 
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LIQUIDGOLD 


Buddha's Best 
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COOKIE t«> 
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Physician’s Recommendation Required for Treatment of: 

Anxiety I Chronic Pain I Diabetes I Insomnia I Arthritis I Glaucoma 

1900 Warner Ave. ste. A, Santa Ana 92705 (Conveniently Located Off the 55 Freeway) 
949.474.7272 • Hours: Mon - Sat 10am-8pm • Sun 11am-7pm 
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SANTA ANA 


^ 5 GRAM 1/8 ALL DAY> 

ON ALL STRAINS 
SUNDAYS B WEDNESDAYS 

^ 2 GRAM SPECIALS EVERYDAY * 

ON ALL STRAINS 

> REFERRAL PROMOTION ^ 

BRING US A NEW PATIENT & WE MAKE YOUR 1/8 5 GRAMS 
[NEW PATIENT MUST SPEND A MINIMUM OF $20) 


^CULTIVATE CHANCE P 

+,£S?:lfe T M [949] 9G9 GROW 

1625 E St. Gertrude Place Santa Ana, CA 92705 






@CoronaBayArea 


CERVE2A 

MAS 

v F1NA y 


tirona 

Extra 


CERVECERIA MODELO 
MEXICO 


ttFUtt. 


Relax responsibly.® 

Corona Extra® Beer. Corona Light® Beer. Imported by Crown Imports. ChicagavIL 
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